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This weekend, on Saturday 15 
August, we commemorate the 
75th anniversary of VJ Day, which 
concluded World War 2 after almost 6 
years of brutal conflict.  

The war started in September 1939 
with the invasion of Poland by Nazi 
Germany. Monumental episodes 
included the Blitzkrieg of European 
cities, the evacuation of the British 
Expeditionary Force from Dunkirk, 
the Battle of Britain, El-Alamein, 
the Battle for Stalingrad, D-Day, and 
the subsequent Allied invasion of 
Germany. The war in Europe ended 
with the Nazi surrender in May 1945.  

But the war wasn’t over. Tens of 
thousands of Allied Forces, from a 
diverse range of countries, were still 
engaged in bitter fighting in the 
Pacific theatre.  

The war in the Pacific had started 
with the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor in 1941, which brought 
the United States into the war. As 
the Japanese invaded surrounding 
territories, such as Hong Kong 
and Singapore, many British and 
Commonwealth civilians and armed 
forces were taken prisoner. The 
Japanese were brutal captors and 
prisoners endured forced labour, 
torture, and starvation.   

The war continued to rage with 
Imperial Japanese forces refusing 
to surrender, defending captured 
territory to the last man, and 
launching suicidal Kamikaze planes at 
Allied ships.  

Rather than pursue what would have 
been a long war of attrition with very 
high casualties, the Allies decided to 
use a devastating new weapon to 
end the conflict. Plans were made to 
target 4 cities in Japan with atomic 
bombs. They were exploded above 
Hiroshima [6 August] and Nagasaki 
[9 August], obiterating the cities with 
ongoing consequences for civilians 
for many years to come. Imperial 
Japan surrendered to the Allies on  
15 August 1945.  

So, this Saturday, we’ll rightly pause 
to reflect on the lives of those who 
were involved in the conflict in the 
Pacific theatre. We fully appreciate 
and are grateful for the dedication 
and sacrifice of those who defended 
our freedoms and we also remember 
the suffering of everyone affected by 
war.

Welcome to edition 32 of Community

Match of the Day
It’s all go on Criffel this week. 
While working on photographing 
the Criffel Summit pathworks 
Mike Bolam was asked by a 
young couple to take their 
photograph after they’d finished 
climbing the 1,870ft hill on 
12 August 2020. Mike initially 
thought they were too well 
dressed to be out for a walk but, 
given it was such a warm and 
sunny day, was delighted to take 
their photo. It was only later that 
Mike found out that the couple, 
Keith Hurst and Catriona Connon 
from Prestonmill, had just got 
engaged! That explains their very 
smart attire. What a lovely day 
to get engaged and to have their 
three dogs with them. All the 
very best to Keith and Catriona 
(and their dogs, Lush and Calla, 
wire haired vizslas and Ivy the 
springer spaniel) for the future.

Thanks to Mike Bolam Photography for 

the Criffel Summit pictures in this week’s 

Community Bulletin.



The £20k project was led by Crossmichael and District 
Community Council, funded jointly by the Galloway 
Glens Scheme (National Lottery Heritage Fund) and the 
Blackcraig Windfarm fund, administered by Glenkens 
and District Trust.

Work on the popular community woodland on the edge 
of the village was done in July 2020. The path is now 
open and being used.

The project improved 750m of path, previously not 
suitable for buggies and pushchairs, and provided new 
picnic benches, gates, and a bridge.

Aiming to use as much as possible of their lottery 
funding in the region, the work was done by a 
contractor based in Beattock. The aggregate used on the 
path is the world-famous Dalbeattie granite.

Wood You Believe It?
The improved footpath in the Crossmichael Community Woodland, with the entrance close by the village 
hall, was completed recently.  

A map of the path can be seen through the core path 
viewer on the Dumfries and Galloway Council 
website

While carrying out the work, the Crossmichael and 
District Community Council needed to find a heavy-duty 
mower to establish their new picnic area. Cue a quick 
call to their friends at The National Trust for Scotland’s 
Threave Garden and Estate and it was on its way.

David Thompson from NTS brought their new flail 
mower to the Crossmichael Community Woodland site 
for its inaugural taming and cut. Now that is great 
partnership working. Congratulations to everyone 
involved!

Pictured left to right on the bridge: Kate Adamson (Crossmichael & 

District Community Council), Jonathan Barrett (Galloway Glens Access 

Officer), Richard Middleton (C&D CC Chairman)

The show must go on 
As a result of guidance from the Scottish Government 
and Legion Scotland, we won’t be holding a public 
event to commemorate the 75th anniversary of VJ Day 
on Saturday 15 August 2020. But we will hold a virtual 
Service of Commemoration.  

A video will be promoted across several media channels 
on VJ Day, including the Council’s Facebook page.  

It is, of course, disappointing that there can’t be an 
actual gathering but the safety of veterans and the 
public is our paramount consideration during Covid-19.  

Our alternative VJ Day arrangements demonstrate 
Dumfries and Galloway Council’s continuing support 
for and appreciation of our Armed Forces.



Dumfries and Galloway Council’s 
museums and galleries will re-
open on a phased basis between 
the middle of August and early 
September 2020. After being 
closed for almost 5 months, 
Gracefield Arts Centre and 
Kirkcudbright Galleries will open 
to the public on Wednesday  
18 August. 

Changes will be in place at venues 
to ensure everyone has a safe and 
enjoyable visit, including online 
booking and new safety measures.  

Opening days/times for venues 
may vary from those pre-COVID19, 
and some venues and display 
areas will remain closed for safety 
reasons.  

Entry to venues is free but visitors 
must book a timed slot in advance 
to ensure that facilities can 
manage numbers and maintain 
physical distancing.  

The booking system will allow 
visitors to book into any of the 
Council-run facilities. Booking 
will be made available shortly 
before venues begin to reopen.  

The following museums are 
scheduled to reopen on Tuesday 
1 September: 

Annan Museum 

Dumfries Museum 

Robert Burns Centre 

Sanquhar Tolbooth Museum 

The Stewartry Museum 

Stranraer Museum 

Work is continuing behind the scenes 
as staff prepare the museums for 
reopening. Displays at Dumfries 
Museum are being refreshed and 
new hygiene measures put in place.

Museums and Galleries to reopen

SQA
Results
Scotland’s Education 
Secretary announced in 
the Scottish Parliament 
on Tuesday 11 August 
that tens of thousands of 
Scottish pupils would have 
their results upgraded. 

This followed days of 
protests from pupils and 
their parents. Around 75,000 pupils had their results downgraded by the 
Scottish Qualifications Authority [SQA] from the grades that had been 
originally put forward for them by their teachers. 

The pupils will now have their exam results amended and receive the 
estimated grades submitted by their teachers in May. 

A Council spokesman said: “We don’t currently have information on 
what happens next, neither do our schools. We await further detail 
from the SQA about the next steps. Once we have been told what will 
happen, we’ll provide a further update.”

Happy 263rd birthday 
Thomas Telford
August marks the birthday of 
Thomas Telford, civil engineer, 
architect, stonemason, builder of 
roads, bridges and canals. Born 
Glendinning, Westerkirk, Eskdale; 
died September 1834, London.

Buried in Westminster Abbey, ‘The 
Colossus of Roads’ was the first 
president of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers.



Saturday 15 August 
2020 is the 75th 
anniversary of VJ Day. 
In May 1945, when the war ended 
in Europe with victory over Nazi 
Germany, VE Day was rightly 
celebrated. However, tens of 
thousands of Allied Forces were still 
engaged in bitter fighting in the 
Pacific theatre. 

In July 1945, the Allies called for 
the unconditional surrender of the 
Imperial Japanese armed forces. Japan 
ignored this and the war continued. 

From the Japanese invasion of 
Guam and Hong Kong onwards, 
many British and Commonwealth 
civilians and armed forces were taken 
prisoners, enduring terrible mental 
and physical trauma at the hands 
of their Japanese captors, including 
forced labour, torture, and starvation.  

The Far East saw some of the fiercest 
fighting in some of the harshest 
conditions of WW2, with Japanese 
troops defending island locations 
to the death and Kamikaze pilots 
targeting Allied ships. 

Rather than pursue what would 
have been a high casualty progress 
towards Japan, the Allies targeted 
Japanese cities with conventional 
bombs and firebombs. When Japan 
chose to fight on, the Allies exploded 
atomic bombs above Hiroshima [6 
August] and Nagasaki [9 August], 
devastating their targets. Imperial 
Japan surrendered to the Allies 
on 15 August 1945. The surrender 
ended the conflict in the Pacific and 
brought WW2 to a close.

They think it’s all over…it is now! 

Japanese Cemetery, Singapore

Taukkyan War Cemetery, Burma

The Death Railway near Kanchanburi in 
Thailand, built by WW2 prisoners of war 
and Asian slave labourers.

Councillor Archie Dryburgh MBE, 
Armed Forces Champion, said: 

“The 75th anniversary of VJ Day 
is a time for us to remember the 
contribution made by people 
from Scotland, the UK, the 
Commonwealth, and the Allied 
Nations. Their sacrifices enabled 
the freedoms and democracy 
that we enjoy to this day. Those 
who don’t learn from history are 
condemned to repeat it. As we 
see a rise in intolerance, hate 
crime and anti-Semitism, it’s vital 
that we take time to remember 
the atrocities of war and strive to 
ensure that we don’t make the 
same mistakes again.”

Summit up
at Criffel 
The line of the new path is almost 
finished and, after some delays due 
to poor weather, a helicopter has 
been taking surfacing material up to 
the path.  

The team has also undertaken 
additional repair work to the lower 
path which suffered some wash out 
due to recent heavy rain.  

Completion date for the work is now 
estimated to be early September. 
Until then walkers are asked to keep 
to the current route. 



Bill Cunningham’s choice 
for Film of the Week is 
Apocalypse Now - The Final 
Cut, Francis Ford Coppola’s 
1979 Vietnam war epic 
based on the novella by 
Joseph Conrad, The Heart 
of Darkness.  

Set during the Vietnam war, 
the film is striking for its 
depiction of the US Army’s 
chaotic command and its 
brutal and indiscriminate use of napalm fire storms 
against villages suspected of harbouring the Viet Cong. 

Captain Willard (Martin Sheen), a veteran of several 
secret missions, is tasked with finding and killing a 
former US Colonel named Kurtz (Marlon Brando) who 
has gone renegade and established a guerrilla enclave 
in Cambodia along with fellow army deserters and local 
tribesmen.  

On the journey to kill Kurtz, Willard encounters 
Colonel Kilgore. In possibly the film’s most iconic scene, 
a squadron of helipcopters attack a village to the 
soundtrack of Wagner’s Ride of the Valkyries. 

In a parallel with US Forces, Kurtz operates a drug 
fuelled regime of brutality and madness. Brando plays 
Kurtz brilliantly, although the actor turned up on set 
massively overweight and struggled to learn his limited 
number of lines. Coppola brings out one of his best 
performances, filming Brando in semi-darkness. He’s a 

mixture of mental instability, 
warped intellectualism, drug-
addled feverishness, and a 
man who holds court over 
his army like a God. Robert 
Duvall is equally impressive 
as Kilgore. 

The film is considered a 
classic and, for me, it is the 
first two hours that are 
special, with brilliant but 
horrifying images of the 

horrific chaos of war, and the effect it has on the young 
military men caught up in a conflict no one seems to 
believe in. The Kurtz sequence is horrifying, in a staged 
manner, with Brando a commanding but enigmatic 
presence. Sheen and Duvall embody the essence of the 
war and Coppola orchestrates this monumental show of 
humanity’s corporate insanity. 

This version is said to be Coppola’s definitive version and 
released for the 40th anniversary in 2019.  

The film is on the BBC iPlayer and on Amazon Prime to 
rent or buy.

Bill Cunningham worked at the Robert 
Burns Centre Film Theatre in Dumfries 
as well as writing the film guide for 
Dumfries & Galloway Standard for 
many years. 

Heart of Darkness

Did you know that 19 August is World Photograph Day? 
It is an annual, worldwide celebration of the art, craft, 
science, and history of photography. We are looking for 
photos of the region to be submitted to us and we will 
feature some of our favourites in future bulletins. So, 
take pictures that represent where you live, the people 
you live with, or just an object that you really love and 
send it to us. 

Files should be no larger than 3MB in size. Place the 
words World Photograph Day in the subject line of your 
email and send to:  

CommunityBulletin@dumgal.gov.uk.

Include the following information in your  email:

• Date taken

• Time take

• Photographer’s name

• Photographer’s contact details

• Description of the image (for example cat sat of top 
of a cairn, Robert Burns viewed in Castledykes Park)

• Context for the photograph (for example taken 
while out for a walk)

World Photograph Day
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Guess the Logo

Dingbats
Answers on back page

JUS144TICE

SPLOSTACE

TICKLED

SPIBRED

ENTURY

UCTION

EKORTS

YYY
MEN

PePPermint
6

5

2 7

3 8

4 9

Match the logo to the company.  
Answers on back page

“A small body of determined spirits fired by 
an unquenchable faith in their mission can 
alter the course of history.”  Mohandas K Gandhi

Fruit of the Loom
Google
Apple
Unilever
CBS
Mitsubishi
Malibu
Quicksilver
Shell
Pepsi
Linux
Atari
Bic
Adidas
Starbucks 
Motorola
Target
Chanel
NBC
Beats
Adobe
PayPal
Kodak
YouTube
Rolex

1 6 11 16 21

2 7 12 17 22

3 8 13 18 23

4 9 14 19 24

5 10 15 20 25

Spot the Difference 10 to find.
Answers on back page



Key Contacts

National COVID-19 Helpline 0800 111 4000

For people who don’t have family or existing community 
support and can’t get online and who are over 70, disabled, 
require the support of mental health services, are pregnant 
or receive a flu jab for health reasons, will be directed to 
our dedicated local team who can offer essential assistance.

NHS24 111 
 www.nhsinform.scot

Emergency 999

Doctor Out of Hours 111

Dumfries and Galloway Council 030 33 33 3000 
 www.dumgal.gov.uk/SupportDG

Business Support Helpline 01387 260280 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub 030 33 33 3001

If you have any positive stories about 
things that are happening in your 
community and would like to see them 
featured in Community – please email us at 

communitybulletin@dumgal.gov.uk 

and one of our reporters will get back to 
you.

If you would like help 

understanding this or 

need it in another format 

telephone 030 33 33 3000

Social Work Out of Hours 01387 273660

Third Sector Dumfries and Galloway 0300 303 8558

Dumfries and Galloway  
Citizens Advice Service 0300 303 4321  
www.dagcas.org

Samaritans 116 123

SHOUT Text SHOUT to 85258 for free

Scotland’s Domestic Abuse Helpline 0800 027 1234

Age Scotland 0800 12 44 222 
 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Shelter Scotland 0808 800 444 
 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

LGBT Helpline Scotland 0300 123 2523

Childline 0800 1111

Dingbats
1. Gross Injustice
2. Lost in Space
3. Long Time No See
4. Reduction
5. Be Inspired
6. 3 Piece Suite
7. Back Stroke
8. Tickled Pink
9. Wise Men

Logo Quiz
1 Starbucks
2 Unilever
3 Adobe
4 Rolex
5 Motorola
6 Malibu
7 Kodak
8 Shell
9 Fruit of the Loom
10 Linux
11 Atari
12 Bic

13 Adidas
14 Target
15 NBC
16 Google
17 Beats
18 PayPal
19 Apple
20 Pepsi
21 CBS
22 YouTube
23 Quicksilver
24 Mitsubishi
25 Chanel

Covid-19 FACTS 

Face coverings where social distancing isn’t possible 

Avoid crowded places 

Clean hands and surfaces regularly 

Two metre distance from people 

Self-isolate and get tested if you have symptoms 

Stay Safe - Protect Others - Save Lives 


