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Hello, and welcome to issue 42 of your 
Community Bulletin.

The Covid-19 pandemic has brought us all unprecedented 
circumstances and unforeseen challenges. As 2020 dawned, 
none of us could have anticipated what lay ahead of us.

All of us have been affected by the Covid-19 pandemic, 
experienced hardships, and made sacrifices. For some, life 
will never return to what was regarded as ‘normal’ prior to 
the pandemic. 

Now, temperatures are dropping, daylight hours are 
shortening, and the clocks go back this weekend. Clearly, 
winter is almost upon us.

Unfortunately, during the winter months, we’ll face an 
upsurge in Covid-19 cases, with the added challenges of 
incidences of flu.

As the numbers of Covid-19 cases, hospital admissions and 
deaths rise again across Scotland, sadly there have been 
several deaths in a Dumfries care home this week. Our 
sincere sympathies go to all those bereaved.

The Scottish Government is now exploring the possibility 
of a multiple-tier system, involving differing levels of 
restrictions that can be applied nationally or regionally, 
depending on levels of infection.

Whatever the outcome, we urge you to comply with the 
restrictions set and take all available precautions to protect 
the wellbeing of you and your loved ones. 

Only by sticking to the rules and sticking together will we 
have any chance of managing and ultimately defeating this 
deadly virus.

https://twitter.com/dgcouncil?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/DumfriesGallowayCouncil/
http://www.dumgal.gov.uk/newsletters


A new Coronavirus Restrictions Fund has been 
announced by the Scottish Government to 
support businesses affected by the revised 
Covid-19 restrictions announced on Friday 9 
October. The Council will administer the fund.  

The business hardship fund will award payments of 
£1,000 or £1,500, depending on rateable value, to 
support eligible businesses that remain open but are 
significantly impacted by the restrictions, including 
those in the direct supply chains of firms that must 
close. A total limit of £10,000 will apply for businesses 
operating multiple premises. 

The purpose of the fund is to provide hardship relief to: 

• Hospitality businesses and gyms unable to operate 
group classes and which are required by the 
regulations to operate in a restricted way 

• Producers/wholesale businesses supplying primarily 
perishable supplies to hospitality businesses 
required by the regulations to close or operate in 
a restricted way, and which are able to evidence a 
reduction of at least 25% in turnover during the 
break period  

Eligibility Criteria:  

• Business must have a dedicated business bank 
account into which the grant will be paid  

• Business trading on 9 October 2020 

• Business premises must be registered for non-
domestic rates (if they pay rates through a landlord 
rather than directly to a Council, they are still 
eligible to apply but must provide evidence of this 
arrangement through copy of lease agreement) 

• Business must provide evidence of loss of business 
income due to local Covid-19 restrictions 

• Business must not have breached wider Covid-19 
regulations/requirements prior to local restrictions 
being implemented 

• Business must not be connected to a tax haven (as set 
out in the Coronavirus (Scotland) (No. 2) Act 2020) 

• Business operates within the local authority to which 
it is submitting an application, and all premises 
included in this application must be located within 
that local authority area 

Business Hardship Fund open for applications

Closing date for applications: 2 November 2020.  For more info see: Coronavirus-Restrictions-Funds 

Council business helpline: 01387 260 280 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm)

Family Learning  
Challenge Booklet

Our Lifelong Learning Team offers a wide  
range of courses for adults and families. 

In addition to our courses we now also offer family 
learning challenges linked to Hi5 Awards, nationally 
recognised awards that the whole family can 
participate in. In our booklet (attached in this email) 
you will find a wide range of activity ideas to take part 
in with your family. You can also look at our Padlet, 
which is an interactive online notice board for sharing 
ideas. Our Facebook page also has activity ideas as well 
as information about the courses we offer.

Have a look 
at Padlet, our 
interactive 
noticeboard. It is 
jam packed full of 
exciting activities 
to try! 

Visit  - here

Contact Us 

Email adult.learning@dumgal.gov.uk

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/lifelonglearningDGC/

Twitter @DgcLearning

Family Learning  

Challenge Book
let

Lifelong 

Learning 

Service

https://supportdg.dumgal.gov.uk/article/20786/Coronavirus-Restrictions-Funds
https://padlet.com/annmcshane/kvlzrs9elyrwg72z
mailto:adult.learning@dumgal.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/lifelonglearningDGC/


The year 2020 marks the 75th anniversary of the United 
Nations and its founding Charter.  

UN Day is the anniversary of the endorsement in 1945 
of the UN Charter. With the signing of this document 
by the majority of its members, including the five 
permanent members of the Security Council, the United 
Nations officially came into being. 

There is no other global organisation with the 
legitimacy, convening power and impact of the United 
Nations. Today, the urgency for all countries to come 
together, to fulfil the promise of the nations united, has 
rarely been greater. 

This 75th anniversary comes in a time of great 
disruption for the world, compounded by an 
unprecedented global health crisis due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, with severe economic and social impacts. But 
it is also a reminder that times of struggle can become 
an opportunity for positive change and transformation. 

24 October has been celebrated as United Nations 
Day since 1948.

7 5  Y E A R S  O F  W O R K I N G  F O R  P E A C E

24 October is UN Day 

Hoddom Primary School replaced its 
Harvest Festival with a Scarecrow  
Festival this year.

The theme was Superheroes and Captain Sir Tom put in 
a appearance!

The school’s Parent Council encouraged people in 
Ecclefechan to take selfies and post them on their 
Facebook page.

Pupils were delighted to see their community take 
so much interest in their scarecrows and see so many 
families out searching for scarecrows lurking in the 
village.

Hoddom Primary School: Stone the Crows!
There were 8 entries in the individual category and 5 in 
the family category. They were compiled into a video so 
that the residents of Burnfoot Retirement Village could 
vote to choose the winners.

On the last day of school term, pupils watched the 
video and the winners were announced:

Individual  Isla Adkins (P6)

Family Callum, Eilidh and Chloe Owen (P1/2)

The individual prize was a cinema night hamper 
donated by Gretna Co-op.

The family prize was a family ticket donated by The 
Devil’s Porridge Museum.



Poliomyelitis is a crippling and potentially 
fatal infectious disease: 

• Polio virus spreads rapidly amongst unimmunised 
populations and affects mostly children under the  
age of 5 

• As long as a single child remains infected, there is 
the potential for spread to all other countries 

• There is no cure, but there are safe and effective 
vaccines 

• The strategy to eradicate polio is based on 
preventing infection by immunising every child until 
transmission stops and the world is polio-free 

Since the Global Polio 
Eradication Initiative (GPEI) was 
launched in 1988, the incidence 
of polio has fallen by more than 
99.9%.  

Today, an estimated 16 million 
people are walking who would 
otherwise have been paralysed 
by the disease. More than 1.5 
million people are alive, whose 
lives would otherwise have been 
lost. World Polio day celebrates 
this achievement and focuses on 
the aim to eradicate polio. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has caused severe disruption to 
polio immunisation campaigns. So, there is a lot of work 
to be done to catch up. 

For over 35 years, Rotary International has been 
committed to eradicating polio across the world. Rotary’s 
pledge for a polio free world was made in 1985 when 
there were 125 polio endemic countries and hundreds 
of new cases every day. Now, only Afghanistan and 
Pakistan have reported cases of polio caused by the wild 
poliovirus.  

But no child anywhere is safe until every child has been 
fully vaccinated. To finish the job more than 2 billion 
doses of oral polio vaccine still have to be administered, 

to more than 400 million children, 
in over 50 countries, every year. 
There must be zero cases of polio 
and zero positive environmental 
samples before the world can 
finally be certified polio free. 

When a child receives their 
life-saving polio drops on mass 
immunisation days, their little 
finger is painted with a purple 
dye to show that they have 
received their polio vaccine.  
To show our support for 
World Polio Day, Council HQ 
will be lit.

www.endpolio.org/world-polio-day

Make sure you’re up to date with the latest 

Covid-19 guidance and restrictions, see:

www.gov.scot/coronavirus

www.gov.uk/coronavirus

Stick to the 
Restrictions
STOP THE SPREAD

http://www.endpolio.org/world-polio-day
http://www.gov.scot/coronavirus
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


While cinema films are the perfect 
way of escaping from the harsh 
realities of life, there are films that 
command our attention as social 
documents of the darker side of 
humanity.  

Kathryn Bigelow’s 2017, Detroit, 
is a searing reconstruction of a 
notorious incident during the race 
riots of 1967 in that city. 

Using actuality news footage 
and a dramatic scenario derived 
from historical accounts and 
the recollection of witnesses by 
Mark Boal, Bigelow immerses 
us in the chaotic maelstrom of a 
city enduring riots, burnings and 
murder following a police raid on a 
drinking party at a speakeasy.  

Bill Cunningham's Film of the Week

Detroit  

Bill Cunningham worked as a member of 

staff at the Robert Burns Centre Film Theatre 

and, previously, wrote the film page for the 

Dumfries & Galloway Standard.

In a theatre the Motown soul 
group, The Dramatics, are 
performing when the police 
close the show to preserve 
audience safety during a riot. 
The group takes refuge in a 
local motel and an innocent 
prank involving a starter pistol 
triggers a brutal attack by the Police 
and the National Guard who suspect 
a sniper. 

What follows is a sustained orgy of 
brutality and death spearheaded by 
a racially motivated Police Officer 
who is a trigger-happy sadist. As 
she did in The Hurt Locker, Bigelow 
uses hand-held cameras to convey 
an almost documentary-like nature 
to draw us into an hour-long 
unflinching nightmare. What follows 
is a shameful miscarriage of justice. 

With terrific performances by 
John Boyega (Finn in the recent 
Star Wars trilogy) as an innocent 
security guard, Will Poulter as the 
sadistic officer, and Algee Smith as 
the traumatised lead singer, this 
is not an easy watch. But it is an 
important reminder of a situation 
that is still prevalent today.  

Detroit is on BBC 2 on Sunday night, 
then on iPlayer, and is available for 
rent or purchase on Amazon Prime.

Dumfries and Galloway 
has more than 200 
miles of coast 

The Star Hotel in 
Moffat is the narrowest 
hotel in the world 

Galloway Forest Park 
has more than  
1 million trees 

The world’s first 
savings bank opened in 
Ruthwell in 1810 

Scotland’s last 2 
recorded trials for 
witchcraft were in 
Dumfries in 1709 

The pulsating milking 
machine was invented 
by a Kirkcudbright 
farmer 

Another 10 things you might not know about

Dumfries and Galloway
Scotland’s first 
penny newspaper 
was the Eskdale 
and Liddlesdale 
Advertiser in 1843 

Europe’s first 
operation under 
anaesthetic was at 
DGRI in 1846 

Scotland’s oldest 
working theatre is 
the Theatre Royal in 
Dumfries  

The first oil painting 
of Sydney, Australia, 
was by Thomas 
Watling, a convicted 
forger deported from 
Dumfries



Activities PageActivities Page

1By what name were Orange 
Juice formerly known?

2Midge Ure was lead singer with 
Ultravox in the 1980s, but his 

first taste of chart success was with 
which other band in 1976?

3 Lulu shot to fame singing the 
soul classic Shout in 1964, but 

which Cincinnati vocal quartet 
wrote and released it five years 
earlier?

4Which notorious LA rockers 
covered Hair of the Dog by 

Dunfermline’s Nazareth on their 
album The Spaghetti Incident?

5Which pop star wrote and 
collaborated with Sheena 

Easton during the 1980s?

6Who was the singer in 
both Bronski Beat and The 

Communards?

7Which song gave KT Tunstall her 
big break on Later… with Jools 

Holland?

8Which Aberdeenshire singer-
songwriter has had hits with 

Heaven, Next to Me and Beneath 
Your Beautiful?

9What is the stage name of 
former Dumfries supermarket 

shelf-stacker Adam Wiles, who 
released his debut album I Created 
Disco in 2007?

10Who wrote Scotland’s 
unofficial national anthem 

Flower of Scotland?

11Which Scottish woman 
fronted the Eurythmics?

12Scots comedian Billy Connolly 
and singer-songwriter Gerry 

Rafferty were members of which 
band?

13Which Scot won TV music 
competition Pop Idol?

14Brian Connolly, born in 
Glasgow in 1945, was the 

lead singer with which 1970s Glam 
Rock band?

15Derek Dick, from Dalkeith, 
was the original lead singer 

with Marillion before embarking 
on a successful solo career. By what 
nickname is he better known?

Scottish Music Quiz

We have one pair of tickets to watch the screening of Schemers at the RBCFT, Dumfries 

Closing is at 12 noon on Wednesday 28 October. The winner will be picked at random and we’ll let them know 
by email. Send your answers to: rbcft@dumgal.gov.uk  We’ll publish the answers in next week’s bulletin.

More than ever before in human history, we share a 
common destiny. We can master it only if we face it 
together. And that, my friends, is why we have the 
United Nations.   Kofi Annan

Win cinema tickets!

Schemers (15)
Robert Burns Centre Film Theatre, Dumfries, DG2 7BE
Wednesday 28 and Thursday 29 October 2020 at 7.00pm
Dave Mclean | UK | 2019| 91m | 15
His football career over, Davie starts promoting gigs in Dundee with two friends. Out of his depth and in debt with 
gangster Fergie, Davie needs to pull off the biggest scheme of his life. Dundee-made film Schemers celebrates the 
40th anniversary of an epic Iron Maiden gig organised by three city lads from the council schemes.

mailto:rbcft@dumgal.gov.uk


  UNICEF Re-Accreditation
A United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Baby 
Friendly  assessment, has found the Health Visiting 
and Family Nurse Partnership teams in Dumfries and 
Galloway have met all of the criteria for continued 
Baby Friendly accreditation, and staff were commended 
for their work to maintain the standards established. 
The report states that:

“It was clear to the assessment team that pregnant 
women and new mothers receive a very high standard 
of care.”

Health visitors are nurses and midwives who have 
undertaken further education and training in public 
health and who visit babies and their families at home 
from 10 days old through to when they are five. 

This year, because of the pandemic, the assessment was 
done remotely using Microsoft Teams and telephone 
calls with mothers and video interviews with members 
of staff.

Janet Dalzell, UNICEF UK Baby Friendly Initiative Lead 
Professional Officer for Scotland, said:

“The recent external assessment in NHSD&G 
services demonstrated that all staff were extremely 
knowledgeable and supportive to breastfeeding 
mothers and formula feeding mothers. Many mothers 
reported that they felt extremely supported with their 
health visitor going above and beyond with the support 
and care they were offered.”

Key Contacts

National COVID-19 Helpline 0800 111 4000

For people who don’t have family or existing community 
support and can’t get online and who are over 70, disabled, 
require the support of mental health services, are pregnant 
or receive a flu jab for health reasons, will be directed to 
our dedicated local team who can offer essential assistance.

NHS24 111 
 www.nhsinform.scot

Emergency 999

Doctor Out of Hours 111

Dumfries and Galloway Council 030 33 33 3000 
 www.dumgal.gov.uk/SupportDG

Business Support Helpline 01387 260280 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub 030 33 33 3001

Social Work Out of Hours 01387 273660

Third Sector Dumfries and Galloway 0300 303 8558

Dumfries and Galloway  
Citizens Advice Service 0300 303 4321  
 www.dagcas.org

Samaritans 116 123

SHOUT Text SHOUT to 85258 for free

Scotland’s Domestic Abuse Helpline 0800 027 1234

Age Scotland 0800 12 44 222 
 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Shelter Scotland 0808 800 444 
 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

LGBT Helpline Scotland 0300 123 2523

Childline 0800 1111

If you would like help understanding 

this or need it in another format 

telephone 030 33 33 3000

The answers  
to last week’s quiz:

1. Where in your home would you 
install a Hippo device?
In your toilet (cistern). It can save up to 
2.5 litres of water per flush 

2. What is the term used for 
something that breaks down 
naturally?
Biodegradable  

3. Which is the most common gas 
in the atmosphere?
Nitrogen 

4. Which part of the atmosphere 
screens out the harmful radiation 
from the sun?
The ozone layer 

5. What is the name of the 
insulation you use in external 
walls that have two layers?
Cavity wall insulation – it can save 
around £115 per year on your energy 
bills 

6.  What word expresses the extent 
of mankind’s environmental 
impact? For example, carbon or 
ecological.
Footprint

http://www.nhsinform.scot
http://www.dumgal.gov.uk/SupportDG
http://www.dagcas.org

