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Wow! It’s Easter weekend and the sun is shining. After
what feels like a very long year, it seems as if we’re
turning a corner.
Declining numbers of new Covid cases in our region
and great progress in the rollout of vaccinations mean
that we have cause for optimism.

Recycling Rollout
The Council’s recycling roll out continues with nearly all
households in the Stewartry area receiving two new
recycling bins or sacks.

However, we mustn’t let our guard down. We must
continue to defend ourselves against a still deadly virus
and do all that we can to keep infection rates low.
Everyone should continue to follow the FACTS
guidance. Anyone with Covid-19 symptoms should
self-isolate with their household and book a test at a
testing unit.
Spring is a time for renewal and new beginnings. This
issue of Community highlights a number of youth
initiatives and projects that give a taster of what can be
achieved once Covid restrictions are eased. The future is
indeed bright.

First collections of this new service begin next week:
check the calendar that came with the bins/sacks.

Meanwhile, sticking to the current restrictions, we offer
our very best wishes for Passover and Easter.

Residents in the Nithsdale and Annandale and Eskdale
areas won’t have long to wait until they can start recycling
at the kerbside. Nithsdale is next on the list to receive the
new service between 19 April and 15 May. Annandale and
Eskdale will follow in mid-May to early June.

with best wishes

Elaine and Rob

A dedicated waste communications hub will address any
queries regarding missed deliveries and can be contacted
through the main council switchboard or website.

Find out when the new service is coming to your area at
dumgal.gov.uk/wasterecycling
To find out which recycling containers you’ll receive,
enter your postcode at our online Bin Checker Tool
Details for properties in each area will be available 1 to
2 weeks before rollout. Maps will show the different
operational areas, which are slightly different to the
area boundaries.

The Admirable Crichton
The grounds at The Crichton have been especially
popular lately with families, couples, dog-walkers,
joggers, strollers, and anyone just wanting a bit of
fresh air. With 85 acres of landscaped grounds and
gardens there’s plenty to explore.
In 1823, upon the death her husband, Elizabeth
Crichton was left around £100,000 (the equivalent
of around £12.8m today) to be used for charitable
purposes.
After attempts to establish a university failed, the
Crichton Royal Hospital was established in 1839. For
over 150 years the hospital was known for its excellence
in mental health work.
As treatment methods evolved in the 1980s, the estate
was purchased from the Health Board by Dumfries
and Galloway Council and it is now managed by The
Crichton Trust under a long-term lease.
There are more than 80 business, third sector
organisations, a hotel, a business park, a college and a
university campus, a bistro, and a church all located on
the site. There’s a working farm, which is part of the

You are not alone
The national Thematic Inspection of Family Learning
has recently been published by Education Scotland.
Engaging families in learning has played an increasingly
important role in helping families during the Covid-19
lockdown.
A new padlet was developed to provide a resource for
parents educating children at home. It enables parents
to access more than 100 blogs and websites offering
activities, worksheets, quizzes, and videos.
Subjects include literacy, numeracy, music, art, drama,
STEM (science, technology, engineering, mathematics),
and health and wellbeing, linked to the Scottish
curriculum for primary and secondary pupils.

SRUC and features a research and innovation centre for
dairy cattle. There’s also a golf course.
The development of the estate is on-going. Due to
open this year is Crichton Central, which will provide a
new state-of-the-art co-working space for collaborators,
mobile workers, entrepreneurs and innovative thinkers.
It will be a hub for local, national, and international
collaboration.
Photographs by Mike Bolam Photography, courtesy of The Crichton Trust

Bob’s Your Uncle
The Council has announced that from today the
Robert Burns Centre Film Theatre will be known as
the Robert De Niro Film Theatre.
A Council spokesman said:
“We’ve felt for some time
that the venue could do
with a rebranding. Let’s
face it, Robert Burns never
made any films. Robert De
Niro is a cinema icon and
one of the greatest ever
actors. So, the new name
for our cinema is much
more appropriate. I do hope that everyone will be
pleased with the change.”

Diamond Geezer
Wendy Hamilton has been described as “an absolute
diamond” after signing up to her fourth challenge to
raise funds for the JMA Trust.
Wendy and 5 friends have committed to pounding the
pavements for 40 days to cover a total of 400,000 steps
for JMA’s Big 40 Challenge. Wendy said: “We need to
do around 10,000 steps each day. Given that there isn’t
really much else to do, we’re already ahead of target,
hitting double that on most days.”
The JMA Trust was developed in memory
of John Aitken, a local boy, who grew up
in Lockerbie before moving to Annan. John
died at the age of 32 from a rare type of
blood cancer. His family set up the Trust
in his memory. The Trust makes small but
meaningful donations to support individuals
and groups. This year would have been
John’s 40th birthday, hence the Big 40
Challenge, encouraging fundraising in any
way that involves the number 40.

In 2019, Wendy cycled 2,019 miles partly locally and
partly on the Hebridean Way, including 10 islands,
6 causeways, and 2 ferries. “It was an unforgettable
adventure in which I was supported by my husband, 2
children, my sister, and my brother-in-law.”
Then, with a group of friends, Wendy did the first
virtual kilt walk. “Even with restrictions meaning we
could only walk in 2s, we had brilliant fun, even when
my poor friend Susan got shin splints!”

“I’m just
the gobby
one that
gets the
coverage”

Wendy attended the JMA Annual Dinner a few years
back and knew she had to get involved. “I was so
inspired with the fundraising efforts. I’m friends with
John’s sisters, Joanne and Claire, and wanted to show
them support. To lose a sibling at such a young age is
unimaginable. But setting up the JMA Trust in John’s
memory is something they should be proud of.”

Next up was the 10,000 steps for 40 days
challenge.
Now, it’s the Big 40 Challenge. “By the end
of that, we’ll have done 800,000 steps.”

But that won’t be the end of Wendy’s
fundraising for the JMA Trust. “I’ve had
brilliant support from my friends and it
really is a group effort. I’m just the gobby
one that gets the coverage. We’ve still got
plenty more up our sleeve. Hopefully, the
next challenge involves cake.”
To donate to Wendy’s challenge or find out more about
The JMA Trust:
virtual.thekiltwalk.co.uk
JMATrust | Facebook

Got a complaint?
The Council has revised its complaints handling
procedureto make it quicker and simpler, with a focus
on resolving complaints at any stage of the process.
Complaints can be made by email, by phone, in
writing online, or in person at any of our offices.
e: commentsandcomplaints@dumgal.gov.uk
t: 01387 260467
Online: dumgal.gov.uk/complaints
Write to: Freepost RTHK-RAGT-KTHT, Information
Governance Team, English Street, Dumfries DG1 2DD

Around 190 people lose their lives on the UK and
Irish coasts each year, with more than half of those
people not having planned to enter the water.
See: www.respectthewater.com

Saturday night’s alright for funding
The Attic Youth Group was recently successful in
a funding bid for £7,013 from the CashBack for
Communities Youth Work Fund.
The funding will enable the Saturday Nights Under the
Lights project to continue.
Saturday Nights Under the Lights was initially a
six-week pilot project delivered by a partnership
comprising North West Community Campus, Dumfries
Community Policing Unit, Dumfries Saints Rugby Club,
and Dumfries and Galloway Council’s Youth Work
Services.
Delivered on Saturday evenings, the project provided
free, diversionary sports activities, including rugby and
football, for secondary students attending North West
Community Campus in response to increasing concerns
around anti-social behaviour in the area. It gave young
people the opportunity to engage with local Youth
Workers.

Photos pre-Covid

Police Scotland’s Youth Engagement Officer, PC Sandy
Currie, said “Officers from our Community Policing
Unit have been involved in this project, which has
been highly successful in engaging with young people
from our communities, who are traditionally difficult
to engage with. We’re delighted that this funding will
enable the project to continue.”
NWCC Headteacher, Barry Smith, said: “This project
has provided positive and constructive activity on
a Saturday night for local young people and had a
positive impact on the lives of the young people taking
part. It’s been great to see young people taking on
leadership roles in the sessions and benefiting from the
coaching tips and encouragement. I’m delighted that
the project can continue.”
For more info: e: youth.work@dumgal.gov.uk or
message on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter or TikTok @
YouthWorkDG

At the same time, suggestions for a skate park/pump
track were coming in from young people, giving the
group an indication of what phase two of the project
might look like.

Annan pumps it
After 5 years of hard work, things are beginning to take
shape for the Annan Play Park Steering Group [APPS].
When parents first approached local councillors
regarding the lack of a decent playpark for their
children, a committee was formed to raise awareness
and funds for a proposed flagship play park.
Phase one of this inclusive facility is nearing completion,
and now ideas about the specifics of stage two are
being requested from local people.
Initial consultation with the public was made back
in 2015/16 about potential equipment for outdoor
recreational facilities in Annan.

A survey has now been distributed aimed at local young
people and those with an interest in cycling, skate
boarding, roller skating and scooting. APPS has been
forging close links with groups such as youth services,
youth councillors, young mums, and cluster schools
in the area. More than 130 completed surveys have
already been returned.
Ollie Hamilton (12) is a fan of pump tracks. “My friends
and I have to travel to make use of a pump track so to
have one locally would be brilliant. The pump tracks
in Newton Stewart and Cathkin Braes in Glasgow are
great. A pump track would be brilliant for Annan.
People would travel to use it. I like the idea of a skate
park too but I think it needs to be separate. It’s good
that the committee is asking for opinions. I hope lots of
people fill in the survey.”
Annan Play Park Steering Group has a Go Fund account:
www.gofundme.com/9fbqx55g

The show
must go on
Over a year ago, the
stage lights went out
for the last time at
Dalbeattie’s Birchvale
Theatre and relocation
plans put on hold.
With lockdown restrictions relaxing, the plans are close
to being realised and Dalbeattie will have an exciting
theatrical future to look forward to.
For more 40 years, the Birchvale Players provided
drama, film and entertainment for generations of local
families from their home in the grounds of the old
primary school.
After a lengthy fundraising programme, and with a
£253,000 grant in hand from Dumfries and Galloway
Council, the group is finally ready to relocate and
redevelop the former St Peter’s School into a vibrant
small theatre and community hub.
Everything is in place, the contractors are ready to start,
and the goal is to have a fabulous facility ready to
entertain again in early autumn.
Follow the theatre journey:
www.facebook.com/BirchvaleTheatre.

RBCFT Film of the Week

The Third Man
My choice this week is the British classic film noir The Third
Man, made in 1949 but still regarded as one of the Best
British Films ever made.
It’s based on a novella and script by Graham Greene and
set in post-WW2 war Vienna at the start of the Cold War.
Greene visited Vienna and experienced the devastation
brought about by the war, the proliferation of the black
market, and explored the city’s nightclubs and the famous
sewers.
A hard-up American writer, Holly Martin, arrives in the
divided city to meet up with his old friend Harry Lime who
has offered him work. But Holly finds that Harry has been
killed in a road accident and attends his funeral where
he meets some of Harry’s friends, his lover Anna, and two
British military police officers who confirm his suspicions
over the circumstances of Lime’s death.
Remaining in Vienna to investigate, Holly is drawn into a
dangerous web of black market criminals and the perilous
situation of Anna, who is an illegal resident with false
identity papers.
Directed by Carol Reed, the film brilliantly creates the
mystery of Harry Lime and the hidden secrets of the

city, superbly captured in Oscar winning monochrome
photography by Robert Krasker, using distorted angles and
expressionist deep focus, shadows and harsh close-ups.
Joseph Cotton is superb as the disoriented Holly with Alida
Valli as the distressed Anna torn between her love for
Lime and the reality of his personality. Trevor Howard and
Bernard Lee are excellent as the stoical British officers. But
it is Orson Welles who dominates the film even though his
screen time is limited. His famous ‘Cuckoo Clock’ speech on
the Prater Ferris Wheel is a classic as is the chase through
the sewers.
The film is equally famous for the zither theme composed
and played by Anton Karas, who was an unknown until
Carol Reed discovered him at a party in Vienna.
The Third Man is on BBC 4 on Thursday 1 April and on the
iPlayer for a month.

Hope is not pretending that troubles don’t exist. It is the trust that
they will not last forever, that hurts will be healed and difficulties
overcome. It is faith that a source of strength and renewal lies
within to lead us through the dark into the sunshine.
Liz Chase

Activities Page

Quiz of the Week

1. Which Swedish filmmaker
made the classic existential
drama The Seventh Seal in
which a knight plays a game
of chess against Death?
2. Which Highland Football
League team recently beat
Hearts in the 2nd round of
the Scottish Cup?
3. In which Italian city will you
find the Uffizi Gallery?
4. What is Scotland’s fourth
largest city by population?
5. What is Darth Vader’s real
name?
6. Who plays the character of
Jimmy Perez in the TV series
Shetland?

7. Which filmmakers - and
brothers – remade the
classic Ealing comedy The
Ladykillers in 2004?
8. A Munro is the name for a
Scottish mountain above
what height (in feet)?
9. In what London borough is
Heathrow Airport?
10. Which famous Scottish
writer and physician had
his first story published in
Beeton’s Christmas Annual
in 1887?
11. Who won the Best Actress
award at the 2019 Oscars?

One-pan Easter Lamb

12. What did Gerard Butler train
to become before he became
an actor?
13. In what year did Cadbury
introduce the crème egg,
then known as Fry’s Crème
Egg?
14. Scotland football team
manager Steve Clarke made
his international debut
against which team in a 2-0
victory in 1987?
15. Who directed The Cornetto
Trilogy of films?

1.6kg bone-in leg of lamb
50ml olive oil, plus a splash
3 oregano sprigs, leaves
picked and roughly
chopped
4 rosemary sprigs, leaves
of 2 picked and roughly
chopped
1 lemon, zested (save the
juice for the spring greens,
see goes well with)
www.bbcgoodfood.com

1 garlic bulb, cloves lightly
smashed
1 red chilli, pierced
1kg potatoes, skins on, cut
into thick wedges
3 fennel bulbs, cut into
quarters lengthways, tops
removed, green fronds
reserved
250ml white wine
250ml good-quality
chicken stock

18. On which Scottish island did
George Orwell write 1984?
19. Which Irish actor plays
Steppenwolf in the extended
cut of Justice League?
20. Derek William Dick is a
Scottish singer-songwriter
better known by which
name?

16. What is the longest river in
Scotland?

Serves 6
Prep 20 mins

Cook 2 hrs 15 mins

Method

Ingredients

17. Which former actor and
musician began his bid to
become Mayor of London
this week?

STEP 1 - Take the lamb
out of the fridge 1 hr
before cooking it and use
a sharp knife to make
small incisions all over the
meat. Mix the oil with
the oregano, chopped
rosemary and lemon zest.
Rub the marinade all over
the lamb, massaging it well
into the cuts.
STEP 2 - Heat oven to
200C/180C fan/gas 6. Put
the garlic, chilli, potatoes,
fennel and remaining
rosemary into a large
roasting tin, pour over
some olive oil and toss
together. Season the lamb
generously, then lay it on

top of the veg. Roast for
45 mins until the lamb is
starting to brown, then
pour in the wine and stock.
Continue cooking for 30
mins for rare (55C on a
cooking thermometer),
35-40 mins for medium rare
(60C) or 45 mins for cooked
through (70C).
STEP 3 - Remove the
lamb and rest for up to 30
mins. Turn oven down to
160C/140C fan/gas 3, cover
the veg with foil and, while
the lamb rests, put back in
the oven until braised in
the roasting juices. Scatter
the fennel fronds over the
veg, place the lamb back
on top and bring the whole
tin to the table to serve.

Key Contacts
National COVID-19 Helpline

Youth Work

0800 111 4000

For people who don’t have family or existing community
support and can’t get online and who are over 70, disabled,
require the support of mental health services, are pregnant
or receive a flu jab for health reasons, will be directed to
our dedicated local team who can offer essential assistance.
NHS24

111
www.nhsinform.scot

Emergency

999

Doctor Out of Hours

111

Dumfries and Galloway Council
030 33 33 3000
www.dumgal.gov.uk/SupportDG
Business Support Helpline

01387 260 280
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

The Scottish Government confirmed that outdoor youth
work could re-start from 15 March, working with up
to 15 young people at a time. Work is now ongoing to
deliver an Easter programme of youth work during the
school holidays.
From 12 April, youth work will be expanded to include
detached youth work, with staff engaging young
people with street work, group work, one-to-one
support, and online.

Scottish Parliament Election
Dumfries and Galloway Youth Council is planning to
host an election hustings event featuring candidates,
party representatives, etc, in advance of the Scottish
Parliament Elections (6 May).
The hustings will give young people the opportunity to
put questions directly to decision makers and find out
more about what they think about issues affecting young
people in Dumfries and Galloway. Look out for details.

Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub

030 33 33 3001

Oasis and Wigtown scoop funds

Social Work Out of Hours

01387 273 660

The Oasis Youth Centre in Dumfries has been awarded
just over £14,000 by Creative Scotland.

Third Sector Dumfries and Galloway 0300 303 8558
Dumfries and Galloway
Citizens Advice Service

0300 303 4321
www.dagcas.org

Samaritans

116 123

SHOUT

Wigtown Youth Forum has secured £4,040 to deliver
a programme of events for P7 pupils to ease their
transition to secondary school.
Annan and Lockerbie have secured £4,570 from the
Cashback for Communities Youth Work Fund to deliver
a project developing health and wellbeing for young
people between April 2021 and March 2022.

Text SHOUT to 85258 for free

Scotland’s Domestic Abuse Helpline 0800 027 1234
Age Scotland

0800 12 44 222
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Shelter Scotland

0808 800 444
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

LGBT Helpline Scotland

Busy Bunny?
The Council’s Active Schools and Community Sport
Team has put together a programme of virtual
activities for Easter: Click Here

0300 123 2523

Childline

Share your activities: #DGEaster

0800 1111

If you would like help understanding this
or need it in another format telephone 030 33 33 3000
Answers
1. Ingmar Bergman
2. Brora Rangers
3. Florence
4. Dundee
5. Anakin Skywalker

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Douglas Henshall
The Coen brothers, Joel and Ethan
3,000 (or 914m).
Hillingdon
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle with the
Sherlock Holmes story A Study in

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Scarlett
Olivia Colman (for The Favourite)
A lawyer
1963
Hungary
Edgar Wright

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

The River Tay (119 miles long)
Laurence Fox
Jura
Ciarán Hinds
Fish

