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Gaelic
CONSULTATION

Dumfries and Galloway Council is consulting on 
developing a new Gaelic Language Plan, as required 
by the Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act 2005.

To read the draft plan and comment [before 29 
October), see: www.dumgal.gov.uk

Bridging the gap
Langholm Suspension Footbridge provides an 
important link between the community lying to the 
west of the River Esk and the town centre itself. The 
Category B listed footbridge is nearly 150 years old. 

A few years ago, the Council Engineering Design 
service identified that the bridge needed essential 
maintenance work, including replacing all of the timber 
beams, steel rods and walkway, and that the steel 
sections all needed to be painted. 

The community centre and pre-school nursery indicated 
that, once the works were completed, they would like 
to hold a small reopening ceremony and cut a ribbon to 
reopen the bridge.

In June 2019, our Council agreed to declare a climate 
emergency, recognising that we must urgently respond to 
climate change and transition to a carbon neutral region.

Our Council now has a clearer understanding of what 
causes climate change, what needs to be done to address 
it, and is taking immediate measures to counteract the 
effects of global warming.

We are committed to:

• encourage understanding of how the way we live and 
work in the region impacts on climate change; 

• empower our communities and stakeholders to make 
significant changes to reduce emissions and adapt to a 
low carbon approach; 

• lead on the transition to cleaner and greener 
technologies; 

• promote and protect our region’s natural 
environment; and

• contribute to a greener economy, maximising the 
region’s green energy potential.

Council departments now have climate change at the 
heart of their activities and prioritise it when setting 
policies and practices.

We achieved a Carbon Literacy Bronze Award in 
September 2020, the first non-metropolitan Scottish local 
authority to do so. This demonstrates that we’re aware of 
the carbon dioxide costs and impacts of everyday activities 
and are motivated and able to reduce emissions.

As we head towards the COP26 UN Climate Change 
Conference in Glasgow, it’s good to see a couple of new 
initiatives: Dumfries and Galloway College’s climate 
change action plan and the Queen’s Green Canopy.

https://twitter.com/dgcouncil
https://www.facebook.com/DumfriesGallowayCouncil
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDGC/subscriber/new
https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/article/23199/Consultation-on-developing-a-new-Gaelic-Language-Plan-2022-2027


An extended bank holiday, from Thursday 2 June 
to Sunday 5 June, will provide an opportunity for 
communities and people to mark this extraordinary 
milestone. 

Local authorities are being asked to assist in promoting 
this historic milestone. Activities are expected to include 
beacon lighting, lunches, street 
parties, and the Queen’s Green 
Canopy (QGC). 

Trees
The Queen’s Green Canopy is a 
tree planting initiative, which 
invites people to plant a tree for 
the jubilee, between October 2021 
and March 2022. The Woodland 
Trust is making more than 3m 
sapplings available: Free Trees 
for Schools and Communities 
Scheme and more information is available here. 

To launch the Queen’s Green Canopy initiative in 
Dumfries and Galloway, the Council Leader and Depute 
Leader and Lord and Depute Lieutenants will be 
involved in tree planting ceremonies at 3pm on Friday 1 
October: 

• Agnew Park, Stranraer

• Market Hill, Castle Douglas, and

• Dock Park, Dumfries

Beacons
Community groups, organisations, businesses, and 
landowners are being asked to register their interest 
and to light a beacon on 2 June 2022: Lighting of 
Beacons (2 June 2022) 

The lighting of beacons is a longstanding tradition, 
celebrating royal coronations, 
weddings, and jubilees, on mountain 
tops, church and cathedral towers, 
castle battlements, town and village 
greens, country estates, parks and 
farms, beaches, and cliff tops. 

In 1897, beacons were lit to celebrate 
Queen Victoria’s diamond jubilee 
and, in 1977, 2002 and 2012, beacons 
commemorated The Queen’s silver, 
golden and diamond jubilees, and 

they were again lit in 2016 for her 90th birthday. For 
more info see here.   

Buns
The Big Platinum Jubilee Lunch (5 June 2022 will form 
a major part of the programme of events over the 
Platinum Jubilee Weekend in June 2022.  The aim is for 
as many people as possible to share an afternoon of 
food, friendship, and fun. 

Further information on jubilee events is available from 
Clerk to the Lieutenancy.

It’s anticipated that, on 6 February 2022, The Queen will become the first British monarch to 
celebrate a platinum jubilee, marking 70 years on the throne. 

Platinum Jubilee celebrations

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/
https://queensgreencanopy.org/map-education-hub/
https://www.lordlieutenantmoray.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/The-Queens-Platinum-Jubilee-Beacons-Guide-1.pdf
https://www.lordlieutenantmoray.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/The-Queens-Platinum-Jubilee-Beacons-Guide-1.pdf
file:///C:\Users\Hazel.Kerr\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\2QMA2U2E\Lighting of Beacons (2 June 2022)
https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/article/16428/Lord-Lieutenants-in-your-area


Dykers of all skills, novice to professional, are being 
sought for a competition at Threave Estate on Saturday 
2 October.

Drystane dykes are a much loved and valued feature in 
the Galloway landscape, valued far beyond their formal 
use as field boundaries, and building and maintaining 
them is a vital skill to be celebrated and preserved. 

The competition is being run by the Southwest Scotland 
Dry Stone Walling Association, with the support of the 
National Trust for Scotland’s Threave Estate. 

This is the 33rd dyking competition run by the SW 
Scotland branch of the Dry Stone Walling Association, 
maintaining a tradition going back to 1939. 

Judged by master craftsmen of the Dry Stone Walling 
Association of Great Britain, competitors will be asked 
to take down and rebuild sections of wall from 1 to 
2m in length, depending on whether they are novices, 
amateurs or professionals. Prizes will be presented to 
the best 3 in each class.

Find out more or enter: www.swscotdswa.org 

Nic Coombey, Chairman of the SW Scotland Branch of 
the Drystane Dyking Association, said: “Drystane dykes 
are an integral part of our countryside and, although 
some are neglected, there are many that are kept 
in good condition due to the skills of local dykers. A 
dyking competition is a great way of demonstrating the 
craftsmanship that is still alive in our communities and 
celebrating a traditional rural skill.”

Dyke competition at Threave

Dumfries and Galloway College has published a 

climate change action plan.

The plan outlines the college’s ambition of reducing 
emissions by 32 percent by 2024 and going on to 
becoming completely carbon neutral by 2030.

Dumfries and Galloway College declared a climate 
emergency in 2019 and has created a cross-college 
working group dedicated to supporting and providing 
guidance to staff and students on climate change issues.

Key objectives to achieve its goals, include: 

• Reducing carbon through efficient operations

• Reducing the impact of business travel

• Reducing waste

• Emphasising green skills and education

• Developing and 
maintaining 
environmentally 
minded 
partnerships and 
collaborations

• Carbon offsetting

Climate change 
action plan 
available here.

College Climate

01

Climate Change 
Action Plan 2020 - 2025

https://www.swscotdswa.org/projects-and-competitions
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dumgal.ac.uk%2Fclimate-change-action-plan&data=04%7C01%7C%7C26328511daae451e55d108d979d48aa5%7Cbd2e1df68d5a4867a647487c2a7402de%7C0%7C0%7C637674776049287054%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gp9bI%2BuQmzFUsKiIvlXWbYm5RUQWbeQqgM4oJzPzK7E%3D&reserved=0


Covid Passports
Moves are taking place around the need to 
evidence being vaccinated to gain entry to 
nightclubs and major events in Scotland.

The Covid passport scheme means that people who 
have had 2 vaccinations will be able to download or 
get a paper copy of a certificate with a QR code, which 
can be scanned at a venue to confirm the user is fully 
vaccinated. Anyone who has a reason for not being 
fully vaccinated, such as children and people with 
particular medical conditions, will be exempt.

Dr Nigel Calvert, immunisation coordinator for 
Dumfries and Galloway, said: “As we learn to live with 
Covid, there’s an expectation that when attending 
these events we can demonstrate that we’ve 
taken action to help prevent spread by receiving 2 
vaccinations against coronavirus. This is about helping 
to protect ourselves, each other, and the wider society.
It’s possible that being able to evidence in this way will 
help provide assurance in other aspects of our lives 
going forward, so we’d encourage everyone to take up 
the chance of getting doubly vaccinated. We know that 
being doubly vaccinated provides the highest degree 
of protection against the coronavirus, reducing your 
chances of falling seriously ill and perhaps requiring 
hospitalisation.”

For information on obtaining a record of your 
vaccination status: 

www.nhsinform.scot/covid-19-vaccine

Covid vaccinations for 12 to 15s
Schools will be the main setting for Covid vaccination 
of 12 to 15-year-olds as the programme expands to 
include this age group. 

Vaccination opportunities will take place in schools over 
a 2-week period, beginning September 30, using the 
same approach as providing flu vaccinations to school-
age children. 

Dr Nigel Calvert, immunisation co-ordinator for NHS 
Dumfries and Galloway, said: “We’ve been routinely 
asked about the likelihood of vaccines being offered 
to lower age groups. Now, acting on the advice of the 
UK’s 4 Chief Medical Officers, the Scottish Government 
has decided to extend this offer to 12 to 15-year-olds, 
noting the likely benefits to health and in reducing 
educational disruption. 

“Uptake of vaccinations in Dumfries and Galloway has 
been strong among 16 and 17-year olds, with 75.7% 
having received a first dose compared to a national 
average of 59.5%. We’re expecting there’s likely to be 
a similar high degree of uptake in the 12 to 15-year-old 
age group. We’ll promote information to families in 
order to ensure informed consent, and we’re making 
arrangements to send out invitations for children to 
take up vaccination opportunities in schools over that 
2-week period. 

“Younger people generally don’t suffer the effects of 
Covid to the worst possible degree, but we do know 
that anyone can be affected and the issues posed by 
Long Covid. We also know that vaccinating helps cut 
down the spread of the virus, benefitting the wider 
community and its services.”

For more info:  

www.nhsdg.co.uk/vaccines  

www.nhsinform.scot

http://www.nhsinform.scot/covid-19-vaccine/after-your-vaccine/get-a-record-of-your-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-status/
http://www.nhsdg.co.uk/vaccines/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhsinform.scot%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C92c91702c767475f173208d9792afdbc%7Cbd2e1df68d5a4867a647487c2a7402de%7C0%7C0%7C637674048687592108%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=IONkvSd3q9FVQRtpsbFJYXEA2rQOKNQ%2BFN0Hxo2%2FKmM%3D&reserved=0


RBCFT Film of the Week

The Courier
The Courier is a spy thriller based on a true story from the 
1960s.

Benedict Cumberbatch plays Greville Wynne, a British 
businessman unwittingly recruited into one of the greatest 
international conflicts in history. 

Wynne forms an unlikely partnership with Oleg Penkovsky, 
a Soviet officer hoping to prevent a nuclear confrontation, 
with the two working together to provide the crucial 
intelligence used to defuse the Cuban Missile Crisis.

The film is the second feature by Royal Court Theatre 
director Dominic Cooke, whose first film was 2017’s On 
Chesil Beach. Cooke focusses on the relationship between 
Penkovsky and Wynne as the pair meet clandestinely in a 
variety of settings. 

Due to the film’s relatively low budget Cooke places 
greater emphasis on characterisation but, despite the lack 
of action, it’s a tense and, at times, a very stressful watch, 
with an escalating feeling of will they or won’t they get 
away with it.

The Courier has much in common with 2011’s superb 
Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy adaptation. Both are set during 
the Cold War, both star Benedict Cumberbatch, they’re 
both stylish and suitably old-fashioned. 

Cumberbatch plays against type as the not especially 
quick-witted salesman lured by MI5 into spying against 
the Russians. Jessie Buckley (Wild Rose) has a small role 
as Wynne’s wife, and Merab Ninidze (a familiar face from 
Homeland and McMafia), is excellent as Penkovsky, the 
conflicted Russian official sending top secret information 
to the Americans. 

According to the Washington Post, “The Courier makes a 
smart, stylish stand for the kind of old-fashioned period 
spy thriller that is increasingly being turned into bingeable 
series for streaming services. Its modesty and carefully 
managed ambitions define its strong suit at a time when 
such films are scarcer every day.” 

The Courier is screening at the RBCFT from Monday 27 
September for 4 days.

Gi’e us peace
An event took place at Allanton Peace Sanctuary 
on 19 September to mark the UN Day of Peace 
organised by the 
Dumfries and Galloway 
Inter Faith Group. 
Activities included a 
flag ceremony, walk, 
minute’s silence, and 
refreshments. 

The film The 
Breadwinner was 
screened at RBCFT 
in Dumfries on 21 
September.



www.bbcgoodfood.com

Ingredients

300g squash, peeled and 
chopped

2 tbsp rapeseed oil

2 large leeks, sliced

3-4 tbsp fresh pesto

400g can cannellini beans, 
rinsed

200ml low-salt chicken 
stock

2 tbsp half-fat crème 
fraîche

½ x 250g pack filo pastry

1 egg, lightly beaten

150g mixed salad leaves, 
drizzled with a little oilve 
oil (optional), to serve

Method

STEP 1

Heat the oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6. 
Toss the squash with half the oil and some 
seasoning in a roasting tin. Roast for 25-
30 mins until just tender, tossing halfway 
through.

STEP 2

Meanwhile, heat the remaining oil in a non-
stick frying pan and fry the leeks with a pinch 
of salt for 5 mins until beginning to soften. 
Stir through the pesto, beans and stock, 
then bring to a simmer and cook for 5 mins. 
Stir though the crème fraîche and squash, 
then spoon into a 26 x 18 x 5cm baking dish. 
Scrunch up the filo pastry and arrange on top 
of the filling. Brush with the egg and bake 
for 20 mins or until golden brown. Serve with 
the mixed salad leaves on the side, dressed 
with a little olive oil, if you like.

Prep 15 mins           Cook 50 mins      Serves 2Creamy leek, pesto & squash pie
The squash season is almost upon 

us. This warming recipe will keep 

you going through the cooler 

days of autumn.

1. Who shot President Abraham 
Lincoln? 

2. Where did President 
Eisenhower of the United 
States have a residence in 
Scotland? 

3. What appears on the back 
of any Guernsey penny 
produced after 1985? 

4. What Scottish title was given 
to Prince William and Kate 
Middleton once they were 
married? 

5. Which famous actor named 
his autobiography The 
Moon’s A Balloon? 

11. In which year was the Magna 
Carta signed? 

12. Andrew Carnegie made his 
fortune in the USA. Where 
was he born? 

13. Which iconic structure began 
its construction in California 
in January 1933?

14. Which train station in 
Scotland is named after a 
novel by Sir Walter Scott? 

15. The first successful vaccine 
was introduced by Edward 
Jenner in 1796. Which 
disease did it guard against? 

6. What was the title of the 
most recent album by The 
Proclaimers? 

7. Who was the only one of 
Henry VIII’s wives to receive a 
Queen’s funeral? 

8. What is the name of the 
official residence of the First 
Minister of Scotland (located 
in Edinburgh New Town)? 

9. Which war was fought in 
South Africa between 1899 
and 1902? 

10. Which famous US novel 
based its title from a poem by 
Robert Burns? 

16. Who played Olympic athlete 
and missionary Eric Liddell in 
the Oscar-winning 1981 film 
Chariots of Fire? 

17. In which year did Little Mix 
win The X Factor? 

18. Which city was the capital of 
Scotland before Edinburgh? 

19. Which Pink Floyd studio 
album featured the song 
Comfortably Numb? 

20. To be legally declared whisky, 
a spirit should be mature for 
how long in a barrel? 

Quiz of the Week

Over the years, those who have seemed to me to be the most happy, contented and fulfilled have 
always been the people who have lived the most outgoing unselfish lives.       HM Queen Elizabeth 2

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/fifteens


Key Contacts
National COVID-19 Helpline 0800 111 4000

For people who don’t have family or existing community 
support and can’t get online and who are over 70, disabled, 
require the support of mental health services, are pregnant 
or receive a flu jab for health reasons, will be directed to 
our dedicated local team who can offer essential assistance.

NHS24 111 
 www.nhsinform.scot

Emergency 999

Doctor Out of Hours 111

Dumfries and Galloway Council 030 33 33 3000 
 www.dumgal.gov.uk/SupportDG

Employability Support Helpline  01387 260 060  
 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Business Support Helpline 01387 260 280 
 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub 030 33 33 3001

Social Work Out of Hours 01387 273 660

Third Sector Dumfries and Galloway 0300 303 8558

Dumfries and Galloway  
Citizens Advice Service 0300 303 4321  
 www.dagcas.org

Samaritans 116 123

SHOUT Text SHOUT to 85258 for free

Scotland’s Domestic Abuse Helpline 0800 027 1234

Age Scotland 0800 12 44 222 
 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Shelter Scotland 0808 800 444 
 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

LGBT Helpline Scotland 0300 123 2523

Childline 0800 1111

If you would like help understanding this  

or need it in another format telephone 030 33 33 3000

Answers 
1. John Wilkes Booth
2. Culzean Castle in Ayrshire (In 1945 the 

owners of Culzean Castle donated it 
to the National Trust for Scotland and 
requested that the top floor be given 
to General Eisenhower as a thank you 

from Scotland for America’s support 
during World War 2.)

3. A crab
4. Earl and Countess of Strathearn
5. David Niven
6. Angry Cyclist
7. Jane Seymour

8. Bute House
9. The second Boer War
10. JD Salinger’s Catcher in the Rye (based 

on Comin’ Thro’ the Rye)
11. 1215
12. Dunfermline
13. The Golden Gate Bridge

14. Waverley station in Edinburgh
15. Smallpox
16. Ian Charleson
17. 2011
18. Scone
19. The Wall
20. 3 years

Are you aged 16-24, and claiming Universal Credit and 
looking for paid work experience to help you get into 
employment?

Coming soon!
Over 100 opportunities across the council in various 
locations:

Roads/Streetscene/Refuse and Recycling x 40

Museum Assistants x 2

Children & Families Welcome Coordinator 
Receptionist

x 1

Children & Families Young Person Workers x 4

Health and Social Care Various posts x 40

Building and Facilities Maintenance and Repairs 
(Plumbing, Electrical and Joinery) 

x 4

Building & Facilities Catering,  
Cleaning & Janitorial

x 25

Building and Facilities Stores x 2

Education Assistants x 20

How to apply
If this sounds like the opportunity for you, get in touch 
with your local work coach at DWP who can advise and 
support your application. 

These jobs are only available by registering with DWP at 
https://www.gov.uk/universal-credit

If you would like help or have questions complete the 
following: Click Here

T: 01387 260 060  
or Email dgyouthguarantee@dumgal.gov.uk

https://www.nhsinform.scot/
https://supportdg.dumgal.gov.uk/article/20741/-supportDG
https://www.dagcas.org/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Funiversal-credit&data=04%7C01%7C%7C93ed055a9a544229798308d979128852%7Cbd2e1df68d5a4867a647487c2a7402de%7C0%7C0%7C637673942766997408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VxHMzUrReKs5vDvv5CwsF%2BcQAz9cQtfgFuPv5UtnFbc%3D&reserved=0
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9h0uvVqNZ0imR0h8KnQC3gmhE75avcZBlL6RvX54wp1UQVFNVzhFUFZQQzQ3VVFKV08zUjBBRkNYNiQlQCN0PWcu
mailto:dgyouthguarantee@dumgal.gov.uk
mailto:dgyouthguarantee@dumgal.gov.uk

