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Welcome to 

Cllr Elaine Murray 
Council Leader 

Cllr Rob Davidson 

Depute Leader 

As the days gradually draw longer, we start to enjoy a 
bit of sunshine, and we look forward to Spring, it’s also 
important to look back occasionally to ensure that we 
don’t repeat history and make similar mistakes. 

This week’s Holocaust Memorial Day reminded us 
that all lives matter and that we need to take a stand 
against prejudice and hate. It’s a day for everyone 
to remember the millions of people murdered in the 
Holocaust under Nazi persecution and in the genocides 
that followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia, and 
Darfur. 

This coming Tuesday is the 69th anniversary of the 
sinking of the MV Princess Victoria. The tragedy, still 
resonates, particularly in the towns of Stranraer and 
Larne. So, we’ll take time to remember those who died 
or were affected by their loss and the heroic efforts of 
those who risked or sacrifced their lives to save others. 

best wishes 

Elaine and Rob 

If you would like help 

understanding this 

or need it in another format 

telephone 030 33 33 3000 

School Transport and the Young 
Persons Free Bus Travel Scheme 
The majority of pupils entitled to free home to school 
transport travel in dedicated school buses/taxis which 
aren’t registered local bus services and so not subject 
to the Young Persons (Under 22) Free Bus Travel 
Scheme. 

There will be no changes to current arrangements to 
access these services. 

Pupils who have Bus Pass 
Pupils entitled to free home to school transport 
who have a pass provided by the school to travel on 
registered local bus services to/from school should 
continue to present this pass to access these services 
(not their Young Scot card). 

Pupils who currently use NEC Card 
A small number of pupils entitled to free home to 
school transport have currently been using their Young 
Scot card to access registered local bus services operated 
by Stagecoach West Scotland on the following routes: 

81 Lockerbie to Dumfries 

358 Cairnryan to Stranraer 

359 Glentrool to Newton Stewart 

407 Drummore to Stranraer 

408 Kirkcolm to Stranraer 

500 Newton Stewart to Stranraer 

879 Mouswald to Dumfries 

X75 Stranraer to Newton Stewart 

These pupils will be provided a pass from their school 
and from 31 January 2022 this pass should be used for 
the journey to/from school (not their Young Scot card). 

Pupils Who Currently Pay 
Young people who currently pay a fare when travelling 
to/from school will require a valid Young Scot or NEC 
card to access free travel from 31 January 2022 (see 
below). 

If you have any questions about school transport please 
contact your school 



.. 

end of March to support staff across 
the health and social care sector, which is 
facing unprecedented pressures due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

The packs, containing dried and non-perishable foods, 
are paid for by Dumfries and Galloway Health and 
Social Care Partnership, with the goods collected and 
packed by Food Train’s volunteers. 

The Dumfries-based charity is also carrying out follow-
up calls to those aged 65 and over within 72 hours of 
them leaving hospital. These ensure they’re well and 
see if they would beneft from any additional support 
services, such as shopping delivery and befriending, to 
help them live better and healthier at home. 

Helen McAnespie, Food Train regional manager, said: 
“This partnership helps people to get home from 
hospital and puts steps in place to reduce the chances 
of them being readmitted. Not having enough food in 
the house can delay some people from getting home 
once they are well enough.” 

Julie White, Chief Offcer of Dumfries and Galloway 
Health and Social Care Partnership, said: “Providing 

Food Train 
packs it in 
Support is being stepped up to get patients 
home from hospitals and ease pressures on 
the region’s health and social care sector. 

The region’s Health and Social Care 

“Not having 
enough food in the 

house can delay some 
people from getting 
home once they are 

well enough.” 

care and support often doesn’t end once a 
Partnership (HSCP) has joined forces person leaves hospital. Many people are faced 
with the charity Food Train on Home with challenges around ensuring they have 
from Hospital packs to ensure that necessary provisions, including meals. At 
people have enough food for at least a time of very considerable pressure right 
24 hours as they leave hospitals in across the whole of the health and social 
Dumfries and Stranraer. care system in Dumfries and Galloway, 

this initiative will help support hospital
The project is being piloted until the 

discharges.” 

The Home from Hospital project is accompanied by a 
drive to recruit more volunteers to Food Train’s Meal 
Makers Service, which pairs people who enjoy cooking 
to an older person who would appreciate a freshly 
prepared home cooked meal and a chat. 

Dumfries home economics 
teacher Nicola has been 
paired with Elizabeth, who 
lives nearby, since June 2019. 
Urging others to sign up, 
Nicola said: “You don’t have 
to be a hugely confdent 
cook to do it - just be willing 
to make a little extra food 
once a week, to deliver it, 
and have a nice chat. It’s a 
great experience.” 

Elizabeth said: “It’s the company I like, as well as the 
food coming in. We’ve built a nice friendship as well. 
Nicola even made me Christmas dinner.” 

To volunteer for Meal Makers, t: 0800 783 7770 or e: 
hello@mealmakers.org.uk 

mailto:hello@mealmakers.org.uk


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Fountain of Knowledge 
The fountain is one of the main 
focal points of Dumfries town 
centre. 

A celebration of clean drinking 
water after a cholera outbreak, the 
original was unveiled in 1882 and 
replaced 30 years later with the 
current fountain. The fountain now 
requires extensive restoration work. 

Mostly Ghostly Tours recently 
produced a short flm about the 
history of the fountain: https:// 
youtu.be/hx4mHMBdLJI 

The Stove Network is carrying out 
community engagement on the 
restoration project and is sharing 
the history of the fountain in 
preparation: https://youtu.be/ 
Uek6a-E0FII 

For more information on 
the restoration project, see: 
https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/ 
article/23041/Dumfries-Fountain-
Restoration-Project 

Pudding on the Ritz 
Creative cooks have until 
4 February to produce the 
perfect Platinum Pudding, one 
ft for a Queen. 

Fortnum and Mason is running 
a competition as part of 
celebrations to mark the Platinum 
Jubilee of HM Queen Elizabeth. 

The judging panel includes 
Dame Mary Berry, Masterchef 
judge Monica Galetti, and 
Buckingham Palace head chef 
Mark Flanaghan. 

Whether it’s steamed or baked, 
layered or rolled, pie or crumble, 
the judges say a good pudding 
is made with passion and pride. 
They’re hoping that the winning 
recipe will be handed down over 
generations. Just think, we’ve 
been eating Coronation Chicken 
for 70 years! 

For full details of the 
competition, see: 
The Platinum Pudding 
Competition | A Recipe Fit for 
The Queen - Fortnum & Mason 
(fortnumandmason.com) 

Bairns no barred frae Bard 
Events for schools are back on at Robert Burns’ House in Dumfries, 
the Bard’s fnal home, with visits scheduled for 22 school groups over 
3 weeks. 

Actors will portray Burns and his wife Jean Armour, providing young 
people with a chance to explore the house, interact with historic objects, 
and learn more about life in Dumfries in the time of Burns. 

Designed with as much interaction as is possible (complying with Covid 
restrictions), the school groups will also visit Burns’ Mausoleum and lay a 
wreath to the tune of the pipes. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hx4mHMBdLJI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hx4mHMBdLJI
https://youtu.be/Uek6a-E0FII
https://youtu.be/Uek6a-E0FII
https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/article/23041/Dumfries-Fountain-Restoration-Project
https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/article/23041/Dumfries-Fountain-Restoration-Project
https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/article/23041/Dumfries-Fountain-Restoration-Project
https://www.fortnumandmason.com/platinum-pudding
https://www.fortnumandmason.com/platinum-pudding
https://www.fortnumandmason.com/platinum-pudding
https://www.fortnumandmason.com/platinum-pudding
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MV Princess 
Victoria: 69th 
anniversary 
of tragedy 
31 January marks the 69th 

anniversary of the loss of 

the MV Princess Victoria, the 

worst peacetime maritime 

disaster to occur in British 

coastal waters. 

The MV Princess Victoria left 
Stranraer in Scotland to make 
her regular crossing to Larne in 
Northern Ireland. But, after leaving 
the relative shelter of Loch Ryan, 
the ship encountered the full fury 
of a gale. 

The force of the waves burst open 
the rear doors and water entered 
the car deck. Sailors managed to 
close the doors but they’d buckled 
and wouldn’t stay shut. The ship 
struggled against winds, gusting 
over 80mph, and mountainous seas, 
higher than 50 feet. 

0946 hrs: MV Princess Victoria 
signalled, “XXX – Hove to off 
mouth of Loch Ryan, vessel 
not under command. Urgent 
assistance of tug required.” 

An XXX signal indicated urgency 
and that the vessel was in 
trouble but not in immediate 
danger of sinking. 

1031 hrs: MV Princess Victoria 
transmitted an SOS signal. It 
stated that the vessel was 4 
miles north-west of Corsewall, 
that the car deck was fooded, 
and that immediate assistance 
was needed. 

As SOS signal indicated that the 
vessel now faced immediate 
danger. 

For more than 4 hours, the MV 
Princess Victoria struggled against 
the elements, with only one 
engine, slowly inching her way 
towards safety in Northern Ireland. 
Unfortunately, as it was thought 
that the ship had no power when it 
frst requested assistance, the rescue 
efforts were directed towards the 
coast of Galloway. 

Despite the valiant efforts of 
her crew, lifeboatmen and other 
seafarers, the Princess Victoria 
foundered off the coast of Northern 
Ireland, within sight of the 
Copeland Islands, near the entrance 
to Belfast Lough. 

Wireless Offcer David Broadfoot 
stayed at his post sending signals 
until the ship keeled over. He was 
posthumously awarded the George 
Cross. 

As was usual for ferries, no 
passenger manifest was kept so 
it wasn’t possible to state with 
certainty how many people were on 
board when she sailed. It’s thought 
that 178 people were on board 
when she left Stranraer (including 
49 crew), and that 133 people lost 
their lives. 

Only 44 men were rescued alive. 
The passengers included a high 
number of mothers with young 
children. None survived. It is 
thought that most of the women 
and children were put aboard the 
frst lifeboat launched. Large waves 
dashed it against the side of the 
ship and it broke up. 

While those who died came from 
far and near, with many from 
Belfast, the tragedy was keenly felt 
in Stranraer and Larne, which were 
home to 50 of the victims. 

In Stranraer and Larne, it 
was hard to believe that 
there could be such heavy 
loss of life on an everyday 
ferry route where, in good 
weather, the ship was never 
out of sight of land. 
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AGED 
16 TO 17? 

A call is now being made for young 
people aged 12 to 17 to attend one 
of the drop-in clinics in the region 
in order to receive their second 
Covid-19 vaccination. 

At the current time, simply turning 
up to one of these scheduled clinics 
is the only means by which people 
in this age range will be able to 
receive their second jag. This is 
because scheduled appointments 
are not possible at this time for this 
age group. 

Cases of Covid-19 have increased 
signifcantly in Dumfries and 
Galloway over the last few weeks. 
In the week ending Sunday January 
12 there were 2,906 cases. The virus 
is present across communities, and 
risk of exposure is high. 

What is known to be making a big 
difference to the health outcomes 
from Covid-19 is vaccination. This 
is why we’d strongly encourage 
you to vaccinate your child against 
Covid-19 as soon as possible. 

To receive the second dose they 
must be at least 12 weeks from their 
frst dose, and 12 weeks clear of any 
Covid infection. 

To view the full list of clinics, 
visit www.nhsdg.co.uk/vaccines 

Drop-ins may require queuing 
so dress warmly. 

College kicks off - Dumfries and 
Galloway College has teamed up with Queen 
of the South Football Club to deliver a new 
course: Sports and Recreation Skills for Work. 

Running for 12 weeks, from 14 March to 13 
June 2022, the course will enable students to 
gain real world experience of how a football 
club works and learn essential sports skills at its Dumfries campus. It 
will provide students with the opportunity to take part in match day 
activities and work with the team’s training, local community activities, 
and breakfast club. 

Students will leave the course with an SQA National 5 qualifcation, 
equipped with appropriate skills and experience to build a career in the 
sports industry or for further study. 

Further information available here. 

Safer Internet Day: 
8 February - explores an issue that is 
impacting the lives of young people. 

This year, Safer Internet Day celebrates young 
people’s role in creating a safer internet and 
shaping the interactive entertainment spaces 
they’re part of. saferinternet.org.uk 

Be Alarmed - The law on fre 
and smoke alarms is changing. ALL 
Scottish homes will need to have 
interlinked alarms from February 
2022. Make sure that your alarms 
meet the required safety standards. 

Council nominated for 
CoSLA Award - The fnalists 
in the CoSLA Awards have been 
announced, with Dumfries and 
Galloway Council nominated in the 
Stronger Communities category for 
Community Resilience Strengthened 
Through Covid. 

The winners will be announced on 24 February. 

Young Persons (Under 22) Free Bus 
Travel Scheme The Scheme allows free bus travel on registered 
local bus services for eligible young people between 5 and 21 years old. 

To travel for free, young people must have a Young Scot or NEC card 
with the valid free travel entitlement otherwise a fare will be required to 
travel. 

For further information and to apply for a Young Scot/NEC card see: 
Young Persons’ Free Bus Travel Scheme (transport.gov.scot) 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.transport.gov.scot%2Fconcessionary-travel%2Fyoung-persons-free-bus-travel-scheme%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccc699383f85a4457aa6808d9e0032842%7Cbd2e1df68d5a4867a647487c2a7402de%7C0%7C0%7C637787126503915469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=h0SsLzU4rxUm%2BJSiXDdcLibl%2BGeuq%2BZDn6LrUfQDbHY%3D&reserved=0
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022/advice-for-parents-and-carers
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dumgal.ac.uk%2Fcourses%2Fsport-and-recreation-qos-fc-sfw-scqf-level-5&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cdb8f27c5ff4c413adb2508d9da8fb646%7Cbd2e1df68d5a4867a647487c2a7402de%7C0%7C0%7C637781133099162206%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=aeu1WW1xBYoHa590MA%2BNU9PovrF8ukdLfa80qXHwovA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhsdg.co.uk%2Fvaccines&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5947c38446404cf772ed08d9da93e3f6%7Cbd2e1df68d5a4867a647487c2a7402de%7C0%7C0%7C637781150981360723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ACNTlgvbDQurJLjpOpqPEMCsJ%2Fw1CSd4xXocUownkn4%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

    

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

I got help 
to quit 
smoking in 
a way that 
worked 
for me. 

QU'T 
YOUR 
WAY 
with our 
support 

MONDAY NIGHT 

FILM 
CLUB 
In the winter months, the Robert 
Burns Centre Film Theatre 
hosts the popular Monday Night 
Film Club. 

Customers get to see a new 
release and have the opportunity 
to stay for the post-flm discussion 
over free coffee and tea. 

From January 2022 (where 
captions are available), the 
Monday flm will feature on-
screen captions. As well as 
subtitles, captions include 
descriptions of sounds in the 
flm to beneft a deaf or hard-of-
hearing audience member. 

Films coming up include: 

Memoria (12A) 
31 January 

Licorice Pizza (15) 
7 February 

Parallel Mothers (15) ** 
14 February 

Belle (PG) ** 
21 February 

Lamb (15)** 
28 February 

The Souvenir: Part II (15) 
7 March 

Obviously, some of these are 
foreign language flms that will 
have subtitles anyway (marked 
with **). 

And, if you’re have a Young Scot 
Card, a ticket is only £3.50. 

Bright Spots is a 
programme 
that supports 
local 
authorities 
to listen to 
our children 
in care and care 
leavers about the things that 
are important to them. 

We are excited to be one of the 
3 local authorities in Scotland 
taking part in the Scottish Pilot 
Programme. 

The focus will be on what children 
and young people say about their 
lives and what’s important to them, 
together with ensuring that their 
views and experiences infuence our 
service development. 

How does this work? 
We are running 2 surveys over 
January and February 2022 to 
capture the views of our children 
and young people aged 4 to 25 years 
of age – Are they happy, safe and 
feel they are doing well? 

This is a fantastic opportunity to 
listen to our children and young 
people. It’s an opportunity to fnd 
out how they’re feeling about their 
lives. It gives us the chance to look at 
the service we’re providing and how 
well our services are meeting our 
children and young people’s needs. 

What happens next? 
Once the survey is closed, we’ll 
share the results of the surveys 
and show how we’ll improve our 
services. 

Or call your local service, Quit Your Way on 
0845 602 6861 

or speak to your Community Pharmacist 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Annandale & Eskdale 
The Council’s Youth Work 
Service has restarted for 
young people aged 12 
to 25 in Annandale and 
Eskdale. 

The programme offers 
a wide range of free 
activities, taking place 
every week until April. 

Are you in P7/S1 and live in 
Canonbie? Why not stop by on a 
Monday to learn more about our 
Gaming Group, a new opportunity 
for you to engage with something 
new, maybe take on a virtual reality 
on the Oculus, build a house on 
Minecraft, or compete with your 
friends over a game of uno. 

If you enjoy cooking, check out our 
Young Chefs Group, making meals 
and learning about keeping safe in 
the kitchen, and looking at health 
and wellbeing. 

Did you know we have lunch chats 
at Moffat Academy, Lockerbie 
Academy and Langholm Academy? 
Come and say hello or challenge a 
youth worker to a game of cards. 

If you’re in P6/7 at Moffat Academy, 
there’s a group each week, 
straight after school, where you 
can play games and prepare for 
the transition of moving up in the 
school. 

What is a Drop In? Come along 
to any drop in to participate in 
any activity available, such as 
challenging a youth worker to a 
game of pool, sports, jewellery 
making or arts and crafts. Meet 
new people, engage in topics you 
want to know more about, or just 
sit and enjoy the music. Drop ins 
are available in Moffat Academy, 
Lochmaben Queen of the South 
Community Centre, Gretna Graitney 
Park, Ecclefechan Village Hall, 
Eastriggs Playing Field, Victoria Halls 
in Annan, and Lockerbie Town Hall. 

What’s on in Lockerbie? A new 
Renovation Group has started 
where young people are designing 
what the Lockerbie Youth Room 
should look like, fundraising, 
and changing the room. If you’re 
interested in design or carpentry, 
pop along and see what we’re up 
to. 

If you’ve ever wanted to make a 
podcast or maybe talk to other 
young people about issues you 
face, check out our Digital 
Podcast Group at Lockerbie Town 
Hall, which is starting a podcast 
to support young people gain 
knowledge about issues facing 
them in today’s world. 

There’s stuff going on at Victoria 
halls in Annan and Lockerbie 
Town Hall. 

Are you looking to complete a 
Saltire Award for volunteering? 
How would you like to be a young 
leader? This opportunity can 
be volunteering in groups and 
supporting other young people. 
Contact Carla Grant for further 
information. 

Identify as male? Come along 
to our Annan and Lockerbie 
Boys groups to build confdence 
and self-esteem and cover topics 
relating to young men. Are you in 
P7/S1? Pop along to our groups 
introducing you to our venues and 
activities that could support your 
transition to the high school. Are 
you care experienced? Check out 
our Champions Board to chat with 
peers and learn some new skills. 

Identify as female? Come along to 
our Annan Girls group to build 
confdence and self-esteem with 
topics relating to young women. 
If you’re a young parent 12 to 25, 
Bright Stars is a safe space to 
bring yourself and toddlers for free 
food and activities and meet other 
people. Last term, a girls sport group 
was requested on multiple occasions 
and we have delivered, make sure 
you pop in and see what sport we 
have on as it will differ each week. 

There’s plenty of activities for young 
people who want to come along 
to a session, chill out, have a chat 
and relax. If you have Additional 
Support Needs or Disabilities, The 
Hub Club provides a youth led 
session depending on the needs of 
those involved. 

If you would like more 

information on what is 

available, dates and times of 

activities, or the link to sign 

up to what is on offer, visit 

our Facebook page Youth 

Work DG; our Instagram @ 

youthworkdg; or our Twitter 

@YOUTHWORKDG. 



 

 

 

The Great Stranraer 

BAKE OFF 

Dumfries and Galloway College has announced plans 
for a new bakery training area at its Stranraer campus. 

Once complete, the facility will be equipped with 
specialist bakery ovens and host full and part-time 
bakery courses. 

Chef Lecturer Carole McShane said: “These new 
facilities in Stranraer will allow us to further improve 
our hospitality learning and teaching and will be of real 
beneft to our students.” 

Carole recently won an award for one of her recipes, 
in the Camping and Caravan Club’s Master Chef 
competition. Her recipe for chocolate brownies, 
specifcally created for campers, will now feature in a 
recipe book to be published by the club. 

A keen camper, Carole is active in the online staycation 
community and shares her cookery and baking tips for 
campers on her Instagram account @carole.and.her. 
caravan 

Under 
Pressure 
– It’s Okay to Ask 
This winter has seen a perfect storm 
of conditions which has put many 
families in Scotland under increasing 
pressure and strain. Food and fuel 
prices are rising and Christmas 
debts will need to be paid off. The 
Omicron variant has created yet 
more uncertainty and many of us 
have experienced diffculties with 
our mental wellbeing. 

The new CPCScotland child neglect 
campaign urges parents who are 
struggling not to wait for things to 
get worse but to ask for help and 
support if they’re fnding it hard to 
care for their kids. 

Click here for more info on the 
Under Pressure campaign. 

Childcare 
Questionnaire 
(Including Early Learning and 
Childcare and Out of School Care) 

We need to continue to 
understand the needs of 
families so that we can plan 
quality, fexible and accessible 
services across the region. If 
you’re a parent who currently 
uses childcare (including Early 
Learning and Childcare and Out 
of School Care) or are looking to 
use childcare in the future, you 
can let us know your views by 
completing this questionnaire. 

The survey will close on Friday 
11 February 2022. 

https://www.childprotection.scot/about/
https://www.childprotection.scot/under-pressure/
https://www.childprotection.scot/under-pressure/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9h0uvVqNZ0imR0h8KnQC3raJ-JyWhWpCuNqoHxMKeIpUNjZRSTdER1lVNDUwTUZQT05LMTFSTzlFNS4u


 

Interim Chief at Council 
Derek Crichton, Director Communities, has been 
appointed as the Council’s Interim Chief Executive 
while a permanent replacement for the recently retired 
Gavin Stevenson is sought. 

Derek said: “With nearly 30 years’ experience of 
working with the Council, this is a great opportunity 
for me to help steer the ship and provide leadership 
to our dedicated workforce, who serve people and 
communities throughout our 

“Over the next few months, I’ll work closely with our 
elected members to continue to seek additional fnancial 
investment in our region. The recently published 
Strategic Transport Projects Review 2 focusses on 
Scotland’s key strategic transport assets and has the 
potential to bring signifcant benefts to our region. It 
will be important that the Dumfries and Galloway voice 
is heard and that as many people as possible respond to 
the consultation, which is open until 15 April 2022. The 

recently approved Borderlands
region.” 

Growth Deal is a unique 
“A part of my interim role partnership between the UK and 
that I’m most excited about Scottish Governments, as well as 
is being able to visit and the 5 Councils in the Borderlands 
meet representatives of our area. 
local communities who do so 

“Of particular importance to the
much to make Dumfries and 

west of the region will be the
Galloway a fantastic place 

funding anticipated to redevelop
to live, as well as a world 

Stranraer Marina and reposition
class visitor destination. It 

This is surely a beauty 
of Stranraer that 

nobody ever goes by 
you without speaking 

Stranraer and Loch Ryan as a
is vital that we work with 

destination of choice. Attracting
communities to recognise the 

further private investment
efforts local volunteers make 

will be vitally important for
to look after the fabric of our 

this transformation, which will
towns and villages. This could 

provide quality employment and
be in the form of community 

raise skills”.
litter picks, planting foral 
displays, the local resilience 
group, the Community Council, or the local walking 
group. Behind each of these community groups are 
local people, volunteers who give up their time for the 
beneft of others. 

“The next few months won’t be without challenge. 
In February the Council must set a budget and based 
on current projections, we have a funding gap of 
£11.7m. I’m working with elected members and senior 
colleagues to ensure that we set a budget that enables 
the Council to continue to focus on its priorities of 
building the local economy; providing the best start in 
life for all our children; protecting our most vulnerable 
people; being an inclusive Council; and urgently 
responding to climate change and transition to a 
carbon neutral region. 

“In May, the local government election which will see 
43 Councillors elected to our 12 electoral wards. The 
election is a major logistical operation for the Council, 
but one we’re well-versed in. I’ll assist our Returning 
Offcer to deliver a fair, effective election on Thursday 
5 May, with the results declared on Friday 6 May. 

Last week Derek visited the west 
of the region. Afterwards, he said: “It was a fascinating 
visit to Wigtown Area last week. 

“I spent time meeting some of the local elected members 
and Council staff. I enjoyed the willingness of local 
people to have a blether. This is surely a beauty of 
Stranraer that nobody ever goes by you without speaking 
and I had impromptu conversations with local residents, 
including people enjoying the recently transformed play 
facilities at Stair Park. The Park is an amazing facility and 
a credit to the many people in Stranraer who gave their 
time, skills and enthusiasm to make it such a valuable 
community asset. 

“Living in Dumfries and Galloway, I enjoy spending most 
of my leisure time in our area. I’m a keen supporter of 
the Wigtown Book Festival, I enjoy a trip to the Stranraer 
Oyster Festival, and I’ve been known to sample a dram 
from Scotland’s most southerly distillery at Bladnoch. I 
do a lot of cycling and walking, and the stunning Rhins 
and Machars coastline and countryside is a popular 
destination for me to put the rucksack on my back and 
take off for a few hours. Logan Botanic Gardens and the 
Mull of Galloway are superb places for a well-earned rest 
and bite of lunch.” 



1 February to 28 February 2022 

Can you walk the North Coast 500? 
The Big Team Challenge is back to offer you a free 
virtual walking challenge. 

The challenge will build on the success of previous 
years and is open to workplaces across Dumfries and 
Galloway, including public, private and third sector. 

Staff can create their own team (of up to 5 people), join 
a team, or take the challenge solo. 

This time, in light of the Covid restrictions and home 
working, staff can create a team with colleagues or 
with friends and family. * 

Each team (or individual) will be aiming to complete a 
route around the Scottish Highlands North coast 500, 
This is a distance of 786km or 1,146,507 steps over the 
month of February. 

You can use a step counter, ftness device or free 
smartphone pedometer app to log your steps**. Enter 
these manually or sync your device with the Big Team 
Challenge app, which is free to download. Steps will 
then be added together with your teammates (or solo) 
to show your progress on the virtual map of the North 
Scotland Highlands. How far can you get? 

The challenge is a great way to keep up those New Year 
goals and enhance your wellbeing in the dark winter 
months. 

When you sign up, look out for weekly emails with top 
tips to keep you motivated, as well as the chance to get 
your hands on some prizes. 

The challenge kicks off on 1 February at 8am and 
registration is open. 

Register NOW at: 
https://gosmart.bigteamchallenge.com/ 

If you’ve participated in a Big Team Challenge before, 
you can sign in using the same e-mail address and 
password. 

If you’re new to the Big Team Challenge, you can 
register by entering your email address and choosing a 
password. 

* Users of the Big Team Challenge must be 13 years 
and older but adults may participate on behalf of their 
children 

**If you would like to participate but don’t have a 
device to track steps contact 
letsgetmoving@sustrans.org.uk 
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You should always, when you can, do the things that are 

Quiz of the Week important with the people who are important to you. 
Ray Coggins 

1. An advertising executive is 
mistaken for a government 
agent, a group of spies tries 
to hunt him down, and he 
ends up on a cross-country 
journey to evade their 
capture…in which Alfred 
Hitchcock thriller? 

2. Who wrote the novels 
Rebecca and The Birds? 

3. In which English county is 
Peppa Pig World? 

4. What did PM Boris Johnson 
hide in to avoid an interview 
by Piers Morgan in December 
2019? 

5. In which country will you 
fnd Lake Minnawanka? 

6. In which year was Jeremy 
Clarkson born? 

7. What is the capital of 
Indonesia? 

8. In which year was decimal 
currency introduced? 

9. Who wrote Blithe Spirit? 

10. In which year did wearing 
front seat belts become law 
in the UK? 

11.What are the frst names of 
the Coen Brothers? 

RBCFT Film of the Week 

The Tragedy of Macbeth 
Joel Coen (half of the Coen Brothers) goes solo for the 
frst time with an adaptation of William Shakespeare’s 
Macbeth. 

A Scottish lord is convinced by a trio of witches that he 
will become the next King of Scotland. His ambitious 
wife will do anything to support him in his plans to 
seize power. 

Denzel Washington plays Macbeth and 3 times Oscar 
winner Frances McDormand (who co-produced the flm 
and is Mrs Coen) stars as the duplicitous Lady Macbeth. 

Coen sticks close to Shakespeare’s text, with some minor 
alterations, as the flm sets a relentless pace, which 
results in some characters not being fully feshed out. 
No matter, as it’s possibly the most visually stunning of 
all the flm versions of Macbeth. 

It helps that Coen treats it as a flm noir, beautifully 
shot in gothic black and white by Bruno Delbonnel and 
flmed almost entirely on a soundstage. The flm has 
the look of a German expressionist flm of the 1920s, 
all shadows and exaggerated angles. It’s also brutal, 
with the violence sometimes shocking, the murder of 
Macduff’s son is genuinely disturbing. 

12. In which year was Google 
founded? 

13.To the nearest 10m, how 
many cinema admissions 
were there in the UK in 
2021? 

14. In which year was the fnal 
Harry Potter book released? 

15.Who plays Macbeth in the 
recent flm The Tragedy of 
Macbeth? 

16. In which year did the 
Morandi Bridge in Genoa 
collapse? 

17.For which flm did Leonardo 
Di Caprio win Best Actor 
award at both the Oscars 
and BAFTAs in 2016? 

18. In which year was the Euro 
introduced? 

19.How many stars are there on 
the fag of China? 

20.Who won last year’s Great 
British Bake Off? 

The cast is superb, Washington and McDormand playing 
an older version of the couple, realising that this is their 
last chance to leave a legacy. Alex Hassell is superb as 
the morally ambiguous Ross. Mention must be made 
of veteran stage actor Kathryn Hunter, who plays all 3 
witches (and another character) giving a performance 
that might just give you nightmares. 

With an excellent, brooding score by Coen Brother’s 
regular composer Carter Burwell, combined with 
wonderful sound design (those incessant drips!), The 
Tragedy of Macbeth is a superb adaptation of the 
Scottish Play. 

The Tragedy of Macbeth was given a limited cinema 
release and is now available to stream on Apple TV+. 



M O R  S  E  L S  

Opening hours The Kickstart Key Contacts
for access to the Wigtown and scheme provides 

National COVID-19 Helpline 0800 111 4000library and PCs Newton Stewart opportunities for 
in Moffat have Customer 16 to 24-year- For people who don’t have family or existing community 
been extended. Service Centres olds at risk support and can’t get online and who are over 70, 

have introduced of long-term disabled, require the support of mental health services, 
Monday  

a Wall of Fame unemployment. are pregnant or receive a fu jab for health reasons, will 
9am to 12 noon 

feature, for The scheme be directed to our dedicated local team who can offer 
Wednesday  young readers provides training essential assistance. 
2pm to 5pm to share craft and support to NHS24 111 

work, favourite enhance future www.nhsinform.scot Saturday 
book stories, and employment Emergency 9999am to 12 noon 
poems. prospects 

Doctor Out of Hours 111 
The Council’s Primary school Dumfries and Galloway 030 33 33 3000 
Roads andcurriculum Council 
Infrastructuresessions have www.dumgal.gov.uk 

More than 400 service offered restarted at Employability Support 01387 260 060  
people attended packages to 8Dumfries Ice Helpline Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
the Tower of Kickstarts in JulyBowl. Sessions 

Business Support Helpline 01387 260 280Light event 2021. 2 of thecan be booked 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm at Dumfries young people arewith or without a 

Museum in now employed by Multi Agency Safeguarding 030 33 33 3001coach. Lincluden, 
HubDecember. See the Council.Loreburn and 

drone footage Social Work Out of Hours 01387 273 660Kirkbean primary A further 12 
at Dumfriesschools have been Third Sector Dumfries and 0300 303 8558Kickstarts joined
Tower of Lightrecent visitors. Gallowaythe Roads and 
and photos at 

Infrastructure Dumfries and Galloway  0300 303 4321  
Tower of Light 

service in the New Citizens Advice Service 
at Dumfries 

Year for induction www.dagcas.org 
training. They’ve Samaritans 116 123 
now been SHOUT Text SHOUT to 
allocated on-site 85258 for free 

A Council More than 100 placements. 
Scotland’s Domestic Abuse 0800 027 1234Community Assets people attended 
Helplineteam assisted the Soldiers Repair work 

Stranraer’s at Sanquhar on the wall Age Scotland 0800 12 44 222 

Tolbooth at Wigtown Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Incredible Edible 
group to prepare event. See Parish Church is Shelter Scotland 0808 800 444 
the fower and photos at www. progressing well Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
rose beds in the dailyrecord. and should be LGBT Helpline Scotland 0300 123 2523 
Gardens of co.uk completed by the Childline 0800 1111 
Friendship. end of January. 

Quiz of the Week Answers 6. 1960 12. 1998 18. 2002 
1. North by Northwest 7. Jakarta 13. 70m (74,043,980) 19. 5 
2. Daphne du Maurier 8. 1971 14. 2007 20. Giuseppe Dell’Anno 
3. Hampshire 9. Noël Coward 15. Denzel Washington 
4. A fridge 10. 1983 16. 2018 
5. Canada 11. Joel and Ethan 17. The Revenant 

https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/sanquhar-steps-back-time-napoleonic-25863790
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/sanquhar-steps-back-time-napoleonic-25863790
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/sanquhar-steps-back-time-napoleonic-25863790
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4GLG9hL4jg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4GLG9hL4jg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cxd7wg385yno
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cxd7wg385yno

