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20 September 2022

To the People of Dumfries and Galloway Council Offices
English Street
DUMFRIES
DG1 2DD

Dear residents

DEATH OF HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II AND ACCESSION OF KING CHARLES III 

Since the sad news of the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on Thursday 8 September 2022 
there have been a number of tributes paid to her in various ways right across Dumfries and Galloway.

Your Council has been proud to have helped with this, through flying flags, providing Books of 
Condolence, ourselves and Chairs and Vice Chairs of all our Committees laying wreaths; and we 
held a special meeting of Full Council on 13 September 2022 where a number of Councillors, and 
Members of the Youth Council, paid their respects.

The main focus, however, has been the community response and we want to thank you for all that 
you have done to show how much Queen Elizabeth has meant to the people in our region.

There have been many moving tributes on social media and in the Books of Condolence; many 
wonderful images and films being shared; many places have seen beautiful flowers laid; and there 
have been many other acts of remembrance like special services by faith groups, tree-planting, 
donations to Queen Elizabeth’s charities and screenings of the State Funeral.

All this is testament not only to the regard we have for our late Queen, but also to the warmth and 
kindness of our people, too.

We were also proud to support the Proclamation of the new Sovereign on Sunday 11 September 
2022, along with our three Lord-Lieutenants, in Dumfries, Kirkcudbright and Stranraer.

Sharing this moment of history with local people, Armed Forces representatives and local pipers 
made for memorable events and we are most grateful to all of you who attended. We look forward to 
a shared endeavour with King Charles III, particularly in supporting his long-held commitments to the 
environment, climate change and youth employment - all issues that are important to you and your 
Council.

So, thank you again for all you have done to remember Queen Elizabeth II and support King Charles 
III, it is very much appreciated by your Council.

Yours sincerely

Councillor Stephen Thompson    Councillor Linda Dorward
Convener      Deputy Convener



It was announced on Thursday 8 September 
that Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II had died 
peacefully at Balmoral Castle.

The Convener and Deputy Convener of Dumfries and 
Galloway Council, Councillor Stephen Thompson and 
Councillor Linda Dorward, expressed their deepest 
sympathies to The Royal Family:

“On behalf of Dumfries and Galloway Council and all 
the communities across our region, we join the nation 
in mourning for Her Majesty The Queen. We extend our 
heartfelt sympathies to all members of The Royal Family 
and honour her long service and duty to her country as 
Queen.”

As a mark of respect, flags flew at half-mast on all 
Council buildings and flagpoles across the region (apart 
from during the accession period).

Kirkcudbright

Newton Stewart

Wigtown

Dumfries

Stranraer

Castle Douglas

Flags around the region



In 1955, just 2 years after her 
Coronation, and accompanied by 
The Duke of Edinburgh, The Queen 
visited Stranraer and Whithorn, 
making an impressive arrival in the 
Royal Yacht. She presented medals 
and trophies at an agricultural show 
and watched a pageant of elaborate 
floats. 

You can watch a short film of the 
occasion for free through the BFI’s 
site at: player.bfi.org.uk 

Her Majesty visited the town again in 
1996, visiting the John Niven College 
and opening Agnew Park. 

In October 1956, she found herself 
waiting at Lockerbie railway station 
after cutting short her visit to 
Dumfries where she visited the Burns 
Mausoleum and inspected the KOSB. 

The Queen was having tea with 
Provost William Wallace when she 
was told she was 15 minutes behind 
schedule. She was whisked off by car 
at high speed, boarded the Royal 
train and waited for it to steam out. 
But it didn’t. As the Queen looked 
out of the window an official told 
her there would be a five minute 
delay. “Just like the thing,” laughed 
Her Majesty. 

In July 1975 she visited the 
region to open the new Dumfries 
and Galloway Royal Infirmary, in 
Dumfries, named ‘Royal’ with her 
approval. 

On the same day she opened the 
new Police Station in Annan.

Also on the same day she opened 
the new creamery at Priestdykes, 
Lockerbie, alongside her husband 
Prince Philip, The Duke of Edinburgh. 
They were given a tour of the 
cheese factory and then spent 

Visits to D&G
Throughout her long reign, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II  

visited our region on several occasions.

some time meeting staff and their 
families afterwards, inevitably being 
presented with a special cheese. 
However, one of her official retinue 
forgot to pick it up as they left and 
Archie Cruickshank, PA to regional 
Chief Executive Leslie Carnegie, 
was given the job of rushing it to 
Lockerbie Station to hand it to the 
Queen. He got there just in time! 

In June 1993, Queen Elizabeth and 
Prince Philip visited Dumfries to 
open the new Police Headquarters 
at Cornwall Mount in the town. She 
also carried out a walkabout through 
the town. 

Regional Council officials had to 
whisk a visitors’ book up to Holyrood 
palace in Edinburgh to record 
the royal signatures. The event 
was missed from the itinerary the 
day before. The Queen met the 
moderator of the local Presbytery 
and was due to sign the book before 
leaving for Kirkcudbright but, it 
appears, time caught up with her. 
It all came right in the end. A very 
senior council official is believed 
to have hot footed it to Edinburgh 
complete with book…and pens. 

In 2010 The Queen and Prince 
Philip were greeted by thousands 
of well-wishers, travelling from far 
and wide, when she visited Dumfries 
to officially open the Plainstanes at 
the Midsteeple, which appears to 
have been less eventful than earlier 
visits! She also found time to visit 
Wallets Marts in Castle Douglas, the 
oldest mart in Scotland, and met 
with local businesses and artists at 
Kirkcudbright Harbour. 

If you would like to share some of 
your memories and images, please 
email them to:  
CommunityBulletin@dumgal.gov.uk



Council Convener and Deputy Convener, 
Councillors, Lord-Lieutenants, our Chief Executive, 
and members of the public gathered to pay their 
respects at various locations throughout the  
10-day period of national mourning.

As part of the Proclamation of the new Sovereign on 
Sunday 11 September, wreaths were laid on Castle 
Street, Kirkcudbright, by the Chief Executive, Dawn 
Roberts, of Dumfries and Galloway Council, with the 
participation of the Lord-Lieutenant for The Stewartry 
of Kirkcudbright, Matthew St Clair, The Lord Sinclair.

Dumfries

StranraerKirkcudbright

Annan DalbeattieSanquhar New Abbey

Moffat

Wreath-laying

In Stranraer, Aileen Brewis, Lord-Lieutenant for Wigtown, 
joined Council Convener and Co-Leader Stephen Thompson 
at the War Memorial at the Sheriff Court on Lewis Street.

And, in Dumfries, Lord-Lieutenant of Dumfries, Fiona 
Armstrong, was joined by Council Deputy Convener 
and Co-Leader Councillor Linda Dorward and Provost of 
Dumfries Councillor Tracey Little at the Maxwelltown 
War Memorial.

In addition, Councillors laid wreaths at War 
Memorials across the length and breadth of our 
region throughout last week.

Floral tributes were laid at War Memorials 
across our region, which were designated as 
Gardens of Remembrance.



On Sunday 11 September, the Proclamation of the new Sovereign was made, with flags being 
temporarily raised, before returning to half-mast. Flags then remained at half-mast until the day after 
HM The Queen’s State Funeral.

Proclamation of the new Sovereign

Councillor 
Linda Dorward 
represented our 
Council at the Service 
of Reflection and 
Thanksgiving at St 
Giles Cathedral on 
Monday 12 September 
2022 and also 
attended the Motion 
of Condolence at the 
Scottish Parliament 
in the presence of 
His Majesty King 
Charles III and the 
Queen Consort. She 
commented: “It was a great honour to represent the 
people of Dumfries and Galloway at these historic 
events. The service was very moving and it was a 
privilege to be with the new Sovereign and hear the 
heartfelt contributions from MSPs at the Scottish 
Parliament.”

Reflection and Thanksgiving

Convener Councillor  
Stephen Thompson in Stranraer

Chief Executive Dawn Roberts in 
Kirkcudbright

Deputy Convener Councillor 
Linda Dorward in Dumfries



Books of 
Condolence

Lord-Lieutenant Fiona Armstrong

Convener Councillor Stephen Thompson

Deputy Convener Councillor Linda Dorward

Councillor Gail MacGregor

Councillor Archie Dryburgh Councillor Kim Lowe

Books of Condolence were opened at Council offices 
across the region for people to pay their own tributes. 
Thousands of you paid your respects, as did our 
Elected Members. We also sent pages to care homes so 
residents could contribute. All the entries will be sent 
to the National Library of Scotland to form part of the 
National Archive.



Members of Dumfries and Galloway Youth Council Sophie Wilson, Riley True and Kenzie Miller also participated.

Speaking at the meeting:

Speaking on behalf of Dumfries and Galloway 
Youth Council, Member Sophie Wilson said: 
“There is no denying that the Royal Family have had 
a significant impact on the opportunities available 
to young people in Dumfries and Galloway in a 
way that is often not seen. The Prince’s Trust and 
the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award are initiatives that 
have had a positive impact throughout the region, 
supporting young people in employment, higher 
and further education and more generally to access 
opportunities that would not have been available to 
them otherwise.”

Councillors and Youth Council Members Paid 
Tribute at a Special Meeting of Full Council 

A special meeting of Full Council took place on 13 September to reflect on the life and 
arrangements following the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, and the accession of His 
Majesty King Charles III.

Deputy Convener and Co-Leader Linda 
Dorward said: “From a personal perspective, 
losing Her Majesty is like losing a member of my 
own family; she has been there for my entire life. 
The Queen was born six years after my Mum. I 
believe that having lived through the years of 
Depression and World War Two, these women, 
from entirely different backgrounds, shared similar 
values shaped by these times…don’t moan, keep 
going, stay useful, we will overcome…values that 
we would do well to try to live by today.

“For me as a newly Elected Member part of a 
speech Her Majesty gave in 1952 is as relevant today 
as it was then, when she said ‘many grave problems 
and difficulties confront us all, but with a new 
faith in the old and splendid beliefs given us by our 
forefathers, and the strength to venture beyond the 
safeties of the past, I know we shall be worthy of 
our duty.’”

Youth Council Member Riley True added:  
“On behalf of Dumfries and Galloway Youth 
Council we would like to express our deepest 
condolences to the Royal Family in light of the 
passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Looking 
forward, His Majesty King Charles III has a focus on 
climate change and environmental issues, and we 
are optimistic as we move into this next chapter 
that young people will continue to benefit from 
the existence and provision of these programmes 
and others like it within Dumfries and Galloway.”

Convener and Co-Leader Stephen Thompson 
said: “It has been a sombre privilege to be 
Convener over these days and to be part of this 
history-making period. I wrote in my contribution 
in the Book of Condolence that the late Queen 
has been ‘an exemplar of duty and diligence in 
fulfilling her role to so many people over so many 
years’. She has been a model for any civic leader to 
follow.

“As His Majesty King Charles III is welcomed to the 
throne, we may see resonance with many of the 
issues that are important to our region and this 
Council – the importance of the countryside and 
the environment, concern about climate change, 
and a passion to provide practical support to help 
young people into employment. So, along with 
the new Monarch, we look forward to supporting 
a shared endeavour of caring for the people of 
Dumfries and Galloway for years to come.”



Following the death of his beloved mother, Prince 
Charles succeeded to the throne to become King 
Charles III on the afternoon of 8 September. The official 
proclamation was made on 10 September in front 
of 200 members of the Privy Council. Following this, 
proclamations were made across the United Kingdom, 
with the first Proclamation in Scotland held at the 
Mercat Cross in Edinburgh on 11 September. 

In addition to the United Kingdom, Charles III is the 
King of 14 other Commonwealth realms.

There have been 13 British Monarchs since the political 
union of the Kingdom of England and the Kingdom of 
Scotland on 1 May 1707, but HM Queen Elizabeth II was 
the longest serving monarch in history, reigning from 
6 February 1952 until 8 September 2022. The new King 
was the longest serving heir apparent in British history 
and is the oldest person to assume the British throne.

God Save the King!

Royal succession in 
the United Kingdom 
occurs immediately 
upon the death of the 
reigning monarch.

9 September 2022: King Charles III and Queen Consort 
Camilla view floral tributes and meet crowds outside 
Buckingham Palace.



The UK has 98 Lord-Lieutenants and their original job 
was to raise a small volunteer army for the King. Lord-
Lieutenants were appointed by the Sovereign in a few 
areas of Scotland from about 1715, and by the 19th 
century permanent Lieutenancies were based in each 
county.

The fundamental principle concerning the office of Lord-
Lieutenant is that he/she is His Majesty’s representative 
in his/her county and consequently it is his/her foremost 
duty to uphold the dignity of the Crown.

The main duties include:

• arranging visits by members of the Royal Family, and 
receiving and escorting royal visitors as appropriate

• presenting medals and awards on behalf of The 
King to individuals, voluntary groups and business 
organisations

• participating in civic, voluntary and social events 
within the county

• liaising with local units of the Royal Navy, 
Royal Marines, Army, Royal Air Force and their 
associated Cadet Forces

• representing His Majesty, The King at the ceremony 
which marks the significance of becoming a British 
citizen and welcome new citizens into the community

Lord-Lieutenants are appointed by the Monarch to 
serve until they reach the age of 75 years.

Lord-Lieutenant for Wigtown, Aileen Brewis, meeting veterans when 
the Council admitted The Royal British Legion as Honorary Freeman 
of Dumfries and Galloway.

Lord-Lieutenant for The Stewartry Kirkcudbright, Hon Matthew 
St Clair, at the 100th Anniversary dedication of Maxwelltown War 
Memorial In Dumfries.

Lord-Lieutenant of Dumfries, Fiona Armstrong, meeting Falklands 
War veterans on Armed Forces Day 2022.

Lord-Lieutenants

In Dumfries and Galloway our Lord-Lieutenants are:

Fiona Armstrong, Lord-Lieutenant of Dumfries

Aileen Brewis, Lord-Lieutenant for Wigtown

Hon Matthew St Clair, The Lord Sinclair, Lord-
Lieutenant for The Stewartry of Kirkcudbright

For more information, and to see the messages of 
condolence from the Lord-Lieutenants, go to:  
https://lordlt.dumgal.gov.uk

Our three Lord-Lieutenants with Rear Admiral Mark Beverstock, 
President of Royal British Legion Scotland (second from right).



“We should take comfort that, while we may have more still to endure, better days 
will return: we will be with our friends again; we will be with our families again; we 
will meet again.” HM Queen Elizabeth II – televised address on 5 April 2020, after the outbreak 

of the COVID-19 pandemic.

1. What is the Royal 
Family’s real name?

2. What were Queen 
Elizabeth’s two middle 
names?

3. What breed of dog is 
commonly associated 
with Queen Elizabeth 
II?

4. Who was the Queen 
Elizabeth II’s oldest 
grandchild?

5. How old was Queen 
Elizabeth II when she 
became monarch?

10. Why did Queen 
Elizabeth II wear 
green at Prince Philip’s 
memorial service?

11. What is the official 
Platinum Jubilee 
pudding?

12. How many aircraft 
featured in the 
Platinum Jubilee 
flypast?

13. What was Queen 
Elizabeth’s favourite 
flower?

6. Where do the Royal 
Family traditionally 
spend Christmas?

7. Where did Queen 
Elizabeth II and Prince 
Philip get married?

8. How many 
grandchildren did 
Queen Elizabeth II 
have?

9. Where did Queen 
Elizabeth II and 
Prince Philip live as 
newlyweds?

14. Where did Queen 
Elizabeth permanently 
move to in 2022?

15. What colour is the 
official Platinum 
Jubilee emblem?

16. Which English King 
had the longest reign?

17. What foreign language 
did Queen Elizabeth II 
speak fluently?

Learning about 
Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II

18. Who was the Prime 
Minister when Queen 
Elizabeth II was 
crowned in 1952?

19. How many people 
watched Queen 
Elizabeth II’s 
coronation in 1953 on 
TV?

20. In which year did the 
Queen learn to drive?

Coronation Chicken was 
invented for the coronation 
banquet of Her Majesty the 
Queen in 1953 by Constance 
Spry and Rosemary Hume.

The second World War had 
ended eight years previously, 
but rationing was still a part 
of daily life and a recipe 
was needed to utilise the 
ingredients which were 
available at the time.

Preparing the food for the 
banquet, Spry proposed the 
recipe of cold chicken, curry 
cream sauce and dressing 
that would later become 
known as coronation chicken. 

Although it has changed 
somewhat since then into a 
modern-day version, this is 
the original recipe from 1953.

Ingredients

Serves 6-8

2 chickens

1 tbs oil

50g/2oz onion, diced

1 dessert spoon curry powder

1 tsp tomato purée

1 wineglass red wine

¾ wineglass water

1 bay leaf

Salt, sugar, a touch of pepper

A slice or two of lemon and a 
squeeze of lemon juice

1-2 tbsp apricot purée

450ml/¾ pint mayonnaise

2-3 tbsp lightly whipped 
cream

Method

Poach the chickens in water with a little wine and 
bouquet garni for 40 minutes or so, until cooked 
thoroughly. Allow the chickens to cool before 
removing the meat from the bones and cutting 
into chunks.

Heat the oil and cook the onion gently for 3 or 
4 minutes. Stir in the curry powder and cook for 
another minute.

Add the tomato puree, the wine, water, and 
the bay leaf. Bring the mixture to a boil. Add a 
pinch each of salt, sugar, and pepper, as well as 
the lemon slices and lemon juice. Leave the pan 
uncovered and allow to simmer for 10 minutes. 
Then strain the mix, keeping the liquid. Allow the 
liquid to cool.

Stir the apricot puree into the mayonnaise. Slowly 
add the cooled liquid, mixing as you go. Lastly, 
add the mixed cream to lighten the sauce texture.

Combine the sauce with the chicken and serve 
with a rice salad.

Coronation Chicken

Answers on back page.



Answers 
1. The House of Windsor
2. Alexandra Mary
3. Corgis
4. Peter Philips
5. 25

6. Sandringham
7. Westminster Abbey, London
8. 8
9. Clarence House
10. It was Prince Philip’s official livery 

colour

11. Lemon and Swiss roll amaretti trifle
12. 70
13. Lily of the Valley
14. Windsor Castle
15. Purple
16. George III (59 years and 96 days)

17. French
18. Winston Churchill
19. 20 million
20. 1945

If you would like help understanding this  
or need it in another format telephone 030 33 33 3000

Memories of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s 
most recent visit to our region in July 2010


